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News
Students battle to keep 
a roof over their heads

Hundreds of university students 
are living in conditions so poor they 
are technically homeless, although 
they remain hidden in statistics on 
youth homelessness… [smh.com.
au 12/7/08 – google headline for 
more]

Moving on, after a 
brush with fame

The boys have grown older, their 
limbs longer and their voices lower 
since they sang about life “down 
river” as the Wilcannia Mob. Lendal 
King was only 10 when international 
fame brushed this unlikely bunch of 
young indigenous rappers - taking 
them from the dusty obscurity of 
far-west NSW to centre stage at 
Sydney Opera House and Homebake 
… Youth worker Brendan Adams 
says the boys have rediscovered 
their rhythm since their brief brush 
with celebrity. … Down River: The 
Wilcannia Mob Story, by Melinda 
Collie-Holmes (Aboriginal Studies 
Press). [smh.com.au 5/7/08 – google 
headline for more]

Iemma government 
trashes young people. 

Again.
The NSW government has just 

announced an apparently tough 
new way to deal with anti-social 
behaviour. Called the Youth Conduct 
Orders program, it will impose 
curfews on targeted individuals, and 

there will be restrictions on where 
they can go and whom they mix with. 
The whole thing is a joke… [Urban 
Jungle 22/7/08  http://blogs.smh.com.
au/urbanjungle/2008/07 – or google 
the headline for more]

Call for health 
warnings on alcoholic 

energy drinks
Health and drug experts are backing 

a call from the Greens for the NSW 
Government to follow Victoria’s 
lead and consider mandatory health 
warnings on “alcopops” laced with 
high doses of stimulants. [smh.com.
au 24/6/08 – google headline for 
more]

Mobile phone 
scammers target kids
Fair Trading Minister Linda Burney 

warns mobile phone users to be 
wary of unsolicited mobile phone 
calls and text messages as scammers 
use more creative ways to lure 
money from consumers, especially 
young people. “A new scam involves 
consumers receiving an unsolicited 
phone call or text message saying if 
they answer the simple trivia question 
they will win a prize,” Ms Burney said. 
“You then have to press a number. 
This takes you to a premium phone 
number where you pay a very high 
call rate, maybe as much as $5 per 
minute. What’s worse, by responding, 
you may have unintentionally signed 
up to a service you don’t want and 
the only way to unsubscribe may be 

to change your phone number.” If 
you think you have been a victim of 
a mobile phone scam, contact the 
Office of Fair Trading on 13 32 20.

FRANK magazine
The latest issue of FRANK magazine 

- the inspiring magazine for young 
women - is now out! To download a 
free copy go to www.frankteam.com.
au/downloads/FRANK_17_08.pdf. 
If you don’t have web access, email 
anna@frankteam.com.au for a copy!  
For a free subscription, go to www.
frankteam.com.au/frankmag. Enjoy 
this issue & if you like it, please fwd 
FRANK on…

IGNITE! e-newsletter
If you’d like a free copy of the latest 

issue of IGNITE! the e-newsletter 
for enterprising young people, you 
can download it at www.frankteam.
com.au/downloads/ignite_48_2008.
pdf or email anna@frankteam.com.
au for a copy.

IGNITE is FREE, bi-monthly, and 
packed with great opportunities 
and contacts to help young people 
turn their ideas, business, and career 
goals into a reality!  IGNITE is 
created by The FRANK Team. The 
FRANK Team transforms skill sets 
and attitudes by making it Fun to 
Learn! We specialise in career & 
entrepreneurship education for 
Generation X & Y. Call us today to 
hear how we can assist you, your 
students or staff to action their ideas. 
Ph: (02) 9966 4333. - Thx! Anna

Screenteen Scholarship
Scholarship applications are now open for teenagers aged 12 -16 years who have the passion but the not the funds to 

learn acting for film skills at Screenwise. The recipient of the scholarship will receive specialist, career-focused training in 
acting for film & television and will work intimately with the crème of industry professionals. Contact Reka on 02 9281 
4484, info@screenwise.com.au or www.screenwise.com.au.
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provided additional benefits to the 
project and great networks for us 
to tap into.

What sort of community involvement 
has there been?

In each community we worked with 
schools, development groups, arts 
councils, community venues and media 
to create awareness of the programs. 
The result has been strengthened 
partnerships with these communities, 
awareness of the importance of arts 
programs and ongoing social, economic 
and educational benefits.

Why is something like this important 
for young people?

To grow and develop their skills, 
create dynamic and engaging 
activities in isolated and remote 
communities, exposing them to 
something new. I also think this 
program is important because it 
gives young people the opportunity 
to develop their facilitation and 
project management skills.

Footsteps 
Forward

I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  K a y 
Bolan, facilitator of the 
Footsteps Forward Photo 
Competition, Kempsey:

What is your project?
I coordinate and teach on a TAFE 

course for young mums and mums-
to-be called Footsteps Forward. 
As part of the course the young 
women needed to plan, conduct 
and review a project. When we 
saw that YAPA was calling for 

submissions for funding we put 
some thought into what we could 
do in our community. 

We had some pretty good ideas, 
but after winning a local photo 
competition last year with a great 
shot of three pregnant bellies, the 
group decided they wanted to 
run a family photo competition. 
There was a core of about 6-8 
young women involved, but 12-14 
participated in some way.

What has been the best part of 
Footsteps Forward?

The most rewarding part was how 
it all came together on the day. We 
had an empty shop front right in the 
middle of town and it looked pretty 
drab when we first saw it. But the 
young women put up streamers, 
banners and balloons, and arranged 
the photos in their categories, 
and it looked great. There were 
around 200 photos entered, and we 
estimate about 120 people came 
through the shop front the morning 
of the judging! To see it looking so 

vibrant and attractive made us all 
feel it was a success.

Were there any difficulties getting 
the competition up and running?

We had to have the project 
completed before the end of the 
TAFE term (that’s when their 
course finished) and that certainly 
put pressure on us. The other 
difficulty was that we only met at 
TAFE two days per week so there 
wasn’t a lot of time to get things 
done.

(continued over page)
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The reason for choosing a photo 
competition was that it supported 
and valued family. It also enabled the 
young women to present a positive 
image of local youth instead of 
the stereotypical one that is often 
associated with teenage mums. 
Because we had such a highly visible 
venue, and received coverage in 
the local newspaper, I think the 
young women did affect community 
perceptions in a positive way. We 
are thrilled with how it went! If 
we did it again I’m sure we could 
improve on it (which means we 
learnt something!).

What did you feel you achieved 
from it?

I think the young women felt 
they gave something back to their 
community by holding the event; 
they definitely presented a very 
positive aspect of youth by getting in 
and doing it and showing everyone 
that they valued and supported 
family values. They felt proud that 
the event was a success and that 
they received media coverage for 
it; and they were very pleased that 
pretty well all the winners of the 
$100 prizes were battlers and 
the money would have made a 
difference to them. 

Thanks to YAPA for giving them 
the opportunity to do something 
like this!

Other Youth 
Participation 

Grant Projects: 
Round 1 2008

Monday Mixed Medium 
Art Group: Fortnightly art group 
for young people in Springwood 
to develop their creative arts skills. 
$3,400

A Bit of Common Cents 
Youth Forum: Forum held over 
2 days for young people in Broken 
Hill to help develop career and life 
skills. $5,500

Project Spray Sessions: 
Graffiti project in which young 
people in Windsor learn to create 
graffiti art. Participants will also be 
removing graffiti vandalism in their 
neighbourhood. $4,800

Scone Futsal Gala Day: 
Indoor soccer competition for 
young people in Scone. $688.86

League of Shadows: Shadow 
puppetry theatre production in 
Redfern. $1,100

SHout : P roduc t ion  and 
publication of a GLBT youth friendly 
zine in the Shoalhaven area. $2,590

Y-Puke: Monthly dance party 
for young people in the Evans Head 
area. $1,500

You Don’t Need Drugs 
to be Dope: Alcohol and Other 
Drug forum run by young people 
for other young people in Byron 
Bay. $4,500

Save our Skate Park: Forum 
to develop advocacy skills for young 
people to lobby for a skate park in 
Burwood. $2,000

Sex Could Happen to You: 
Short film bringing awareness to 
young people about sexual health 
in Tweed Heads. $5,249

Hip-Hop Song Writing 
Program: 10 week program 
encompassing song writing, recording, 
production and performance skills 
in hip-hop in Queanbeyan. $5,500

Loving Yourself Workshop: 
Self esteem workshops and skills 
development for young people in 
Wollongong. $1,610

Great Gig in the Sky: Music 
festival for young people in Port 
Macquarie organised by young 
people. $5,500

Bendinni Beats: Hip Hop, 
graffiti workshops for young people 
held during Bowraville Hinterland 
Festival. $5,500

Live Music Broadcast: Live 
music project in collaboration 
with FBI radio station in Sydney to 
allow emerging young musicians to 
perform live on radio. $5,500

Super RoundBox: Break dance 
competition for young people in 
Bankstown. $2,000

More information
Applications for 2008 Round 2 of 

YAPA’s Youth Participation Grants 
have now closed. More details at 
www.yapa.org.au/ypp.

(continued from previous page)

”“The result has been strengthened partnerships with these 
communities, awareness of the importance of arts programs 

and ongoing social, economic and educational benefits.

Forward-looking youth 
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families. They will speak of leaky boats, 
encounters with pirates, opportunities 
denied by one country to be granted 
by another, and overwhelming support 
from the government.

Today, we know that typical Aussie 
school classes are often topped by 
stereotypically talented Asians. My 
family’s story is partly the reason 
why I believe this has nothing to do 
with talent or physiology. Students 
from migrant backgrounds - mainly 
Chinese and Vietnamese - account 
for two-thirds of enrolments at 
selective schools and 90% at NSW’s 
top-performing school: James Ruse 

Agricultural High School.
Such figures might substantiate 

speculation that Asian parents are 
putting their children under excessive 
pressure (ie. tutoring or “coaching”) 
in a campaign for “cheap” quality 
education and potentially creating a 
racial dichotomy in the “stealing” of 
selective school places.

But it is not about cheap education. It 
is about maximising every opportunity 
that one is privileged with. And, 
unconsciously, I’ve taken this ethic to 
heart; three years after moving away 
from home, I still never leave food 
unfinished for I suspect it would be 
an insult to my parents.

Unfortunately for them, when my 
chance came to get into a selective 
school, I failed to maximise that 
opportunity. In my home town of 
Melbourne we had only one selective 
school for girls (MacRobertson Girls 
High) and one for boys (Melbourne 
High), to which entry was highly 
competitive.

My parents then did what they felt 
was right, forking out the money (on 

a cleaner’s and child-care worker’s 
wages) to send me and my older 
brother to elite private schools - 
because to them, it was the only viable 
alternative.

My realisation that education was 
such a worthy investment to them 
compelled me to embrace their 
gift and work hard enough to score 
within the first percentile of the state 
in our HSC-equivalent.

Did I feel extrinsically motivated, 
such that I was doing harm to myself 
during years 11 and 12? Not at all. 
In fact, my cousins and I enjoyed 
having the liberty of choice when 

picking our tertiary options. I was 
intrinsically motivated because I 
wanted to give back to my parents 
half of what they had given me by 
affirming the opportunities their 
migration brought.

The only sad aspect I can perceive is 
that for many of these students, study 
is also a form of escape. Perhaps their 
need to derive ‘consent’ through the 
attainment of marks shows that they 
lack the sense of social belonging that 
is familiar to non-migrants. Indeed, 
getting ticks on a page can validate us 
- tangibly and irrefutably.

Nonetheless, Asian children are 
performing well at school for their 
own benefit without propulsion 
from parental expectations. The Asian 
invasion at selective schools isn’t 
indicative of a negligent culture that 
sees children put on the chopping 
block to save on school fees. These 
children’s efforts are simply a 
translation of their parents’ gratitude 
to be here in Australia. It is nothing 
remotely sinister. And my parents, 
despite never having started high 

school nor progressing past blue-
collar working roles, would be the last 
people to think that they have lived 
unfulfilling lives.

They have achieved what they 
perceive to be the most important 
thing to them: bestowing to their kids 
the dreams and aspirations they were 
never able to fulfil.

One day we’ll probably find less 
of a correlation between race and 
academic performance, because 
the disparity is merely reflective 
of a cultural discipline associated 
with the specific circumstances of 
immigration.

Nonetheless, this circumstance has 
happened before. Both of Melbourne’s 
selective schools have had a history of 
taking in waves of migrant children.

Though they have a strong presence 
of Chinese, Vietnamese and Indian 
students, there was a significant 
portion of Jewish students around 
the 1950s, then a predominant intake 
of Greeks and Italians in the 1960s 
and ‘70s.

Somewhere down the historical 
track, every Australian has ancestors 
who had to endure some degree of 
hardship to give their heirs access to 
this country of acceptance, liberty and 
education.

Hypothetically, if every racial group 
could have a clear concept of just 
what was endured, Asians would pose 
no threat to the dominance of high 
schools. My generation is simply an 
example of one that has yet to forget 
that hardship.

[Allan Tieu is a media and communications 
student at University of Sydney. This article 
was first published in the Sydney Morning 
Herald 8/4/08]

”“These children’s efforts are simply a translation of their 
parents’ gratitude to be here in Australia. It is nothing remotely 

sinister. 
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the previous year, as did 22 per 
cent of girls.

And while most teenagers are 
informed about the dangers of 
unsafe sex, they are not as rigorous 
about using condoms as they 
should be. “I suspect that the HIV 
crisis had an important impact 
on condom behaviour in the late 
1980s,” Kang says. “I think people 
became savvy and aware and put 
things into practice, but then they 
became complacent.”

She says many young women 
who write to her at Dolly are still 
more concerned with preventing 
pregnancy than disease.

“I’ll get letters saying my boyfriend 
and I don’t like using condoms, is 
there another way we can protect 
ourselves,” she says. “I have to say 
that there isn’t, if you don’t want to 
catch an STI.”

Kang says chlamydia, the most 
prevalent sexually transmitted 
infection in the developed world, 
is her biggest concern.

Experts estimate one in 10 
people under 25 has the largely 
asymptomatic disease, which can 
be cured with antibiotics but, when 
left untreated, can cause pelvic 
inflammatory disease and infertility 
in women.

Dr Catroina Ooi is the director 
of sexual health for the Hunter 
New England area and works at 
a sexual health clinic, where she 
regularly diagnoses young people 
with chlamydia and herpes.

She agrees that a complacent 
attitude to safe sex is a big 
problem.

“The majority of people are using 
condoms, but they’re not using 
them consistently,” she says. “They 
might use them just at the end of 
a sexual encounter, just for casual 
encounters or just when they have 
them on them.”

Unlike chlamydia, herpes is not 
a notifiable disease, so statistics 
are harder to come by, though it is 

estimated one in eight Australians 
has the infection.

Dr Ooi says both infections are 
spreading rapidly because many 
people do not know they are 
infected. Other infections, including 
HIV, gonorrhoea and syphilis have 
also risen significantly in the past 
decade, though not uniformly 
across the population.

The task of  tack l ing  th i s 
crisis now looms large over 
governments, educators and health 
professionals.

In 2005, the Federal Government 
introduced the National Sexually 
Transmittable Infections Strategy. 
One target area of the three-year 
program is chlamydia control 
and prevention, and a number of 
awareness programs have already 
been implemented.

Kang says sex education in 
schools could also do more.

“I think at a national level we 
have a great framework for sex 
education,” she says. “The problem 

is in the implementation.”
She says the quality and breadth 

of sex education too often comes 
down to individual teachers, who 
are sometimes ill-trained.

Sexual health organisations such 
as Marie Stopes are also finding 
innovative ways to get the message 
across. Last year it conducted a 
“TXT 4 free condomz” campaign, 
which provided free condoms to 
teenagers who texted a request on 
their mobile phones, and a “Love 

Bugs Battle” computer game.
“We haven’t seen a major 

campaign to target sexual health 
since the Grim Reaper ads,” says 
Jill Michelson, operations manager 
of Marie Stopes International.

These strategies, while popular 
with teenagers, have drawn 
criticism from some parents groups 
for encouraging promiscuity, a 
suggestion Michelson rejects.

“We’ve got to be realistic here,” 
she says. “We can’t hide our heads 
in the sand. In the US the abstinence 
approach has been a failure.”

Abstinence-only programs in 
the United States have repeatedly 
been found to be ineffective; a 
national study last year found they 
did not keep teens from having sex 
or affect their likelihood of using 
protection.

Michelson and Kang agree that 
a greater emphasis on condoms is 
imperative.

“But we’ll probably never get to 
(continued over page)

”“Nearly every type of infection has increased in prevalence, 
with the most common, chlamydia, going up by 300 per cent 
in the past nine years. Last year alone, there were 51,000 new 

cases notified to health authorities.
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Yet as documents obtained by 
National Party Leader, Andrew 
Stoner revealed last week, after 
a year of the Government’s 
implementation plan in response 
to Breaking the Silence only one 
Aboriginal child sexual assault 
counsellor had been hired to 
deal with such a massive demand. 
Although two more counsellors 
have recently been appointed, the 
vast majority of children in need 
of this support remain unable to 
access it.

If Mr Iemma was serious about 
overcoming the abuse of Aboriginal 
children he could start with the 
following five point plan:
1.	Appoint an implementation 

team, headed by a senior 
public servant reporting direct 
to the Premier. This person 
needs to have the clout to 
enforce compliance with the 
implementation plan across all 
areas of government.

2.	P r o p e r l y  f u n d  t h e 
implementation, with a particular 
focus on providing trained 
Aboriginal child sexual assault 
counsellors across the state 
on the basis of need. One thing 
that the NT Intervention has 
taught us is that tackling abuse 
and entrenched disadvantage 
requires far more resources 
than the NSW Government 
has ever devoted to this task. 
The counsellors are vital, 
because they offer the best 
chance of breaking the cycle of 
violence so that today’s victims 

don’t become tomorrow’s 
perpetrators.

3.	Expand and properly resource 
the state’s Joint Investigation 
Response Teams (JIRTs) and 
better equip them to work 
with Aboriginal communities, 
particularly in rural areas. 
The JIRTs have had success 
in laying charges and securing 
convictions, but their work 
requires great patience and 
sensitivity given the historically 
poor relationships between 

the police and Aboriginal 
communities. The distressing 
nature of their work also leads 
to a high burn out rate among 
officers.

4.	Formally identify, support and 
resource Aboriginal Children’s 
Champions across the state. 
I know scores of Aboriginal 
people across NSW working 
successfully to overcome abuse 
and its causes. These people 
receive almost no recognition 
and even less resources.

5.	Establ ish an independent, 
transparent and public review 
of the implementation after 
one year, along similar lines to 
the recently announced Federal 
Government review of the NT 
intervention. This will improve 
accountability and develop a 
strong evidence base to guide 
progress.

Unfor tunate ly, the Iemma 
Government has shown little 
inclination to do these things. 
The hard men and women who 

run politics in NSW have decided 
that because these are Aboriginal 
children at risk the electorate is 
unlikely to care.

However, their smugness is 
misplaced. Irrespective of the issue, 
voters have shown a willingness to 
punish governments that are seen 
as cynical, complacent, arrogant and 
uncaring. There is no more potent 
example of how NSW Labor has 
become all of these things than the 
callous way it has abandoned the 
state’s most vulnerable children.

[Media release 12 June 2008. Gary 
Highland is also a former Federal Labor 
Government Ministerial adviser.]

Toomelah 
lesson

It’s 1987, and welcome to 
Toomelah, a small Aboriginal 
community on the NSW-
Queensland border, and the 
subject of Australia’s first 
intervention. Toomelah had 
one water tap for 500 people, 
and it flowed twice a day for 
just 15 minutes. Some houses 
had 30 people sleeping in them, 
and Goondiwindi High School 
had a blackboard for the whites 
and a blackboard for the blacks. 
And when the children came 
home, they played in the raw 
sewage of Toomelah’s fetid, 
fouled streets… [If you want 
to know what happened next 
– google headline for more. 
smh.com.au 21/6/08]

”“child abuse in Aboriginal communities had reached 
“epidemic proportions,” with child sexual assault up to four 

times the rate of the general population
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New dilemma: 
Should we police 

the net?
This column has looked at 

the ethics of social networking 
sites before, but this NSW youth 
worker has begged us for help with 
something slightly different – a 
mixture of an ethical dilemma and 
a technical dilemma:

Our Youth Refuge recently got the 
internet connected for the young people 
living at the Refuge. Over the past 
few months, we have noticed young 
males and females using FACEBOOK, 
myspace, msn, tagged etc.

The pictures that are sent and 
received between all the people in 
cyberspace seem to be of a highly 
sexual nature, naked pictures are 
being received on a daily basis to and 
from our young people. Most young 
people say they are a lot older than 
they are, and post information about 
their favourite sex positions!

We have all the latest security 
systems in place, although they can’t 
control the content of what photos and 

information are being passed! They 
just keep coming through and hidden 
in residents’ profiles for different sites 
that are password protected, therefore 
it is almost impossible for youth 
workers to police and delete. (without 
the help of young people trying to get 
others into trouble!!)

We feel the internet is ver y 
important part of young people’s 
daily communication to friends and 
family etc.

Management have now given us 
two options: stop these images from 
coming through or the internet gets 
disconnected.

We are running out of ideas! Please 
help.

What can they do? What would 
you do?

Read what other people think, and 
post your own reply (anonymously 
or not) - go to www.yapa.org.
au/youthwork/ethics and click on 
blog.

Selected blog comments will be 
published in future YAPRaps.

Previous 
dilemma: Mum 

says “Fix my 
daughter!”

A woman comes to your service 
to talk to you about her 15 year old 
daughter (who has never used your 
agency and who you have never 
met). 

The mother says that if her daughter 
does not give up drugs she will throw 
her out of home. She has tried 
everything and nothing has got 
through to her. The mother asks you 
to contact the daughter to deal with 
her drug use.

You say it is best if the daughter 
initiates the contact, not you. The 
mother replies that her daughter 
won’t do anything the mother ever 
suggests, but she might listen to 
someone outside like you. She urges 
you to contact her daughter.

Anonymous said...
I f  the  mother  was  rea l ly 

persistent/ aggressive I may contact 
the daughter, introduce myself and 
service, while letting her know I am 

(continued over page)

Tightrope walking 
in the twilight zone
Ethics in youth work: A regular column

Nick Manning, YAPA Communications Officer

How to use 
these ethical 

dilemmas
•	post your own response to the 

blog (anonymously or not)
•	debate the scenario at a 

team meeting or network 
meeting 

•	use the scenario and responses 
to illustrate situations in 
your agency’s orientation or 
training manual

Go to www.yapa.org.au/
youthwork/ethics and click on 
blog.
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Tightrope walking in the 
twilight zone

contacting her because her mother 
came to me very worried. I would 
invite the daughter to engage with 
the service and then leave it up 
to her.

Youth worker said...
I’m really torn on this one. I’m 

not sure that I would simply call 
the daughter and say ‘hey, your 
mum wants me to call you!’ I 
would consider if there was some 
other way of getting in touch with 
her, or letting her know about the 
service, without calling on behalf 
of her mum.

However, if these efforts proved 
futile, then yes, maybe I would call 
and be honest about how I came 
to this call.

The biggest issue after this point, 
I imagine, would be the mother 
wanting updates of her daughter’s 
progress. I’m not sure how I would 
handle that? Maybe others out 
there could answer this?

Anonymous said...
Your approach to this one 

probably would vary depending 
on your service and who is defined 
as your primary client.

I would be reluctant to call the 
daughter but would provide mum 
with some relevant resources 
that mum could read. I don’t think 
calling the daughter would get a 
worker anywhere anyway.

I’d also let mum know about other 
ways the daughter could contact 
a worker rather then making a 
phone call, be it a drop-in venue, 
an upcoming event or program that 
the daughter may-be interested in - 

may-be she might want to come to 
an event we are organising & meet 
a worker there. Less intimidating 
and an opportunity to meet with 
us in an informal setting first before 
she decides if she wants to engage 
with the service.

I’d also discuss with mum the 
parameters of our service provision, 
what we can and can’t provide and 
also around confidentiality and who 
our primary client is.

Stan - Youth Service 
coordinator said...

A parent ringing to discuss what 
they can do in relation to their 
son or daughter is an all too 
common experience. Sometimes 
it can be a parent who wants to 
dominate or direct their child’s 
life. Mostly however I have found 
parents who are at their wits end 
and genuinely want the best for 
their son/daughter. My response 
usually is to give the parent time 
to express their worries and talk 
through some of the reasons why 
the issue has reached this point. 
Obviously this is only from the 
parent’s point of view. I would 
then explain that nobody can “fix” 
the daughter and the choice to 
address the issue has to be the 
daughter’s. I sometimes suggest 
support services that the mother 
might find helpful. I would also tell 
the mother that contact with her 
daughter would be confidential.

In relation to contact, I would 
tell the mother to give my contact 
details to her daughter. If the 
mother assures me that her 
daughter will not get in touch it 

would usually indicate that the 
daughter is not wanting support. 
However, if the mother assured 
me that the daughter is scared or 
has difficulty speaking to unknown 
people then I would make an initial 
phone call stating that I had spoken 
to her mum, that she is worried 
etc. I would encourage her to 
come and see me or my staff, that 
the visit would be confidential and 
she would be under no obligation. 
After this I would not follow her or 
her mother up but wait and see if 
the daughter makes contact. If she 
does not then at least she knows 
there is a place she can go when 
she is ready.

* * * * *

Is there another angle or strategy? 
You can still let us know what 
you think - go to www.yapa.org.
au/youthwork/ethics and click on 
blog.

(continued from previous page)

In a dilemma 
yourself???

Suggest an ethical dilemma for 
YAPA to publish. It could be a 
situation you are facing or have 
faced in the past, or just something 
you have wondered about. 

Simply email info@yapa.org.
au with the subject: ETHICAL 
DILEMMA. It can be real or not. 
Give plenty of detail about the 
context. You don’t have to identify 
yourself or your agency, and in 
any case we will not identify you 
publicly.
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National Binge 
Drinking Strategy 
Community Level 

Initiative
Under the National Binge 

Drinking Strategy, funding is available 
for time-limited prevention and 
early intervention projects on the 
prevention and reduction of binge 
drinking by young people 12-24 
years. An upper limit of $150,000 
plus GST (per grant) for up to 
two years for individual project 
proposals. Closing date: 11 August 
2008. Contact Kate Murray 1800 
209 312 communitylevelinitiative@
health.gov.au or www.health.gov.
au/tenders

Community 
Initiatives 
Scheme 

- Tackling 
Tobacco

The Cancer Council NSW 
Tackling Tobacco Program aims to 
support social service organisations 
to develop and implement activities 
to address tobacco and support 
disadvantaged people to quit 
smoking. Grants of up to $20,000 
are available for social service 
organisations to develop projects 
that include one or more of the 
following:

•	 Development of organisational 
policy and practice to better 
address the issue of smoking and 
create environments supportive 
of quitting

•	 Tra in ing for sta f f  and/or 
volunteers on responding to 
tobacco use with clients in 
a way that can be integrated 
into normal casework/agency 
practice

•	 Development of case work 
tools and resources to help 
staff address tobacco use among 
service users and support those 
who would like to quit

•	 Development of  ta i lored 
information about tobacco, the 
impacts of smoking and the 
benefits and process of quitting 
for specific disadvantaged 
groups

•	 Initiatives to support staff/
volunteers to quit smoking

•	 Initiatives to support service 
users/clients to quit smoking

Closing date 1 September 
2008. The grant application and 
guidelines: www.cancercouncil.
com.au/tacklingtobacco. Enquiries: 
Jill Morris, The Cancer Council 
NSW (02) 9334 1478 jillm@nswcc.
org.au

One+1 online 
youth magazine
SkillsOne consists of a television 

channel and website dedicated to 
raising the profile of trades and 
skills through impassioned story 
telling. Our online magazine is 
called One+1 and is an exciting 
and innovative addition to our 
website… It has the look of a print 
magazine as the pages turn like a 
mag or book. Inside it’s different 
as it contains videos and lots of 
clickable links. The stories feature 
Olympians who have a trade or 
skills background- there are also 
plenty more inspiring people. www.
skillsone.com.au/Ezine/1

Mental Health 
Matters Awards 

2008
The Mental Health Matters 

Awards aims to recognise the 
hard work and dedication of 
individuals and organisations who 
have demonstrated a commitment 
towards addressing key mental 
health issues on a local, regional 
or state-wide level over the past 
12 months. Nominations close 15 
August, 2008. www.mentalhealth.
asn.au/campaigns/awards.htm

Youth work 
grants & 

resources
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August - December 2008, Sydney
Mental Health for community agencies in NSW

Foundations of Mental Health Work – series of 3 workshops for community workers 
offered by the NSW Institute of Psychiatry

Workshop 1: Mental Health Literacy - 6 August. Workshop 2: Risk, Assessment & Crisis 
Management - 15 October. Workshop 3: Supporting recovery from mental health 

problems - 3 December. Contact: Sarah Stewart at NSWIOP on 02 9840 3833 or 
sarah.stewart@nswiop.nsw.edu.au

6 August 2008, Surry Hills 
What’s you’re poison?

Learn about substance use/abuse, why people use drugs or alcohol, types of 
drugs used, symptoms and effects, addiction/dependence, treatment options, 

working with substance users. Contact: P&P Training & Consultancy 
p.p.training@ozemail.com.au or (02) 9949 9407.

12 August 2008, Surry Hills
LGCSA Youth Division

Organised by Local Government Community Services Association. All council 
youth development officers and youth workers welcome. Contact Charlie Coorey, 

Marrickville Council, woyth@marrickville.nsw.gov.au (02) 9335 2158

13 August 2008, Westmead 
Youth Health Forum “The risks of adolescence - can we keep young people safe?”

Contact: Evelyn Camilleri on 02 9845 3338 
or evelync@chw.edu.au or www.caah.chw.edu.au

21 August 2008, 23 October 2008, Harris Park
Big Brekky

Big Brekky is organised for youth and refuge workers, counsellors and those working 
with young people in Western Sydney. It includes free breakfast, discussion and 

support. It gives support and ideas for working with young people including 
those experiencing mental health and/or drug and alcohol issues. To provide the 
opportunity to brainstorm ways of working with young people who may present 

particular challenges to your work.
• 21 August - Case presentations on young people’s mental health. How to refer to 

Mental Health Services.
• 23 October - ADHD & Substance Abuse in Young People: Dispelling the Myths.

Contact: HSYHS on 9687 2544 or fiona.tung@swahs.health.nsw.gov.au

22 October 2008, Surry Hills
Mental Health – Myths, Madness & Medicine

Understanding Mental Illness and Mental Health Issues – diagnosis, symptoms, 
treatment, real world experiences of mental health issues. Contact: P&P Training & 

Consultancy p.p.training@ozemail.com.au or (02) 9949 9407.

What’s On
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There is a lot more what’s on at www.yapa.org.au. To submit your own event 
for what’s on, email the details in one paragraph in the body of the email (no 

attachments) to info@ yapa.org.au with the subject line: whats on.

12-18 October 2008
Anti-Poverty Week

Do something about youth poverty - get involved in Anti-Poverty Week! The 
UN’s International Anti-Poverty Day is Friday 17 October. The Week focuses on 

poverty around the world, especially in the poorest countries but also in wealthier 
countries such as Australia. Everyone who wants to reduce poverty and hardship is 
encouraged to organise activities during the Week or join in some being organised 
by other people. The activities can be large or small, and activities at local levels 

are especially welcome. Activities can be on whatever topics, and whatever days, 
to suit their organisers. Some ideas include conferences, seminars, forums, media 

events, performances, rallies, petitions, debates or workshops. 
www.antipovertyweek.org.au or 1300 797 290 or apw@antipovertyweek.org.au

22 October 2008, Taree
‘Refreshing and updating’ group work skills

This workshop is smorgasbord of group theory and skills that group leaders can use 
to aid group development and thus enhance the learning and experience of the 

group members. NSW Institute of Group Leaders www.igl.org.au

5-6 November 2008, Coffs Harbour
A Survival Guide for Youth Workers: 2 day training

Have you been employed as a youth worker for less than 6 months or want to 
update your skills? Then this is the course for you! 

Details at www.yapa.org.au/yapa/events/survival.php

17-19 November 2008, St Clair; 24-26 November 2008, Newcastle
Rock & Water

The Rock and Water course offers youth workers and teachers a new way to 
interact with boys in relationship to their physical and social development. The 
program is also effective for girls. Physical exercises are constantly linked with 

mental and social skills. In this way the program leads from simple self-defence, 
boundary and communication exercises to a strong notion of self-confidence. The 
program offers a framework of exercises and thoughts about boys and manhood 

to assist boys to become aware of purpose and motivation in their life. 
Contact Family Action Centre FAC-Events@newcastle.edu.au or 02 4921 6403

www.newcastle.edu.au/centre/fac/rock-and-water/workshops.html

19 November 2008, Surry Hills
Random Acts of Counselling

Learn about counselling and practice basic counselling skills in an experiential 
workshop. Contact: P&P Training & Consultancy p.p.training@ozemail.com.au or 

(02) 9949 9407.
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Newtown, says that the piercing 
ban is an important step towards 
enforcing high industry standards 
across the state. Polymorph 
Body Piercing already had a ban 
on intimate piercings for people 
under 18 because of health 
concerns. “One of the reasons 
this ban is in place is because 
people getting piercings under 
18 are affected by developmental 
factors - their bodies are still 
growing - and that can lead to all 
sorts of complications.”

Alex, 20, got her first tattoo a 
few months ago and has seven 
different piercings. She says 
that her main concern on each 
occasion was making sure that 
the studio she went to had high 
standards in health and safety. “As 
long as you have a clean place 
you can go to get it done, it’s not 
such a problem. I don’t have a 
problem with bans if it means more 
places are going to be doing less 
dodgy things”.

However, Tamlin reflects that her 
views as a minor would probably be 

different to her current stance. “I 
know that when I was 16, I tried so 
hard to be one of these minors that 
got underage tattoos and piercings. I 
wanted to grow up so fast and I hated 
people that wanted the rules to stop 
that happening.”

One fear is that the bans might 

encourage minors to do the piercing 
themselves or with friends, leading 
to further complications. Ben says 
that in this case, harm minimisation 

is the best approach and studios and 
government need to work together 
to provide people with access to 
better information about things such 
as aftercare. 

While more legislation protecting 
young people might not be a bad 
thing, the recent law changes were 

implemented with almost no 
dialogue or engagement with 
the practitioners themselves. As 
a result, the legislation affecting 
beading and scarification is less 
powerful than it could be. “The 
current ban on extreme art is 
really limited, it ignores more 
risky practices such as tongue 
splitting and ear pointing,” says 
Ben.

The value of ef fect ive , 
well-researched legislation 
for different types of body 
modification is essential because 
of the importance of body art 
to so many different groups of 
people. According to Ben, “the 
beauty of it is that it can appeal 
to anyone, and it’s an experience 
with their own body.”

Tamlin views body art as a 
sort of rite of passage in today’s 
society. “Getting piercings or 

tattoos has always been a source of 
excitement for me because I know 
when the pain has died down and the 
aftercare is over, part of me will look 
shiny and new and different. Along 

the line I also started modelling, 
and having piercings and tattoos 
that I love make me love myself and 
make working in front of a camera 
fun for everyone. The photos look 
great because I’m enjoying myself 
and because I look different to what 
people are used to.”

(continued from page 1)

Photo by Polymorph Body 
Piercing Studio

New body art laws for 
young people

”“recent law changes were implemented with almost no 
dialogue or engagement with the practitioners themselves. 

As a result...The current ban on extreme art is really limited, it 
ignores more risky practices


