
Over the last 12 years, the Howard 
Government dismantled many of 
the structures and processes that 
assisted young to keep their issues 
on the national agenda. Amongst the 

most notable changes were:
•	 defunding the national youth 

affairs peak (with a role similar 
to YAPA),

•	 abo l i sh i ng  the  Nat iona l 
Indigenous Youth Leadership 
Group, 

•	 downgrading the position 
of Minister for Youth to a 
Parliamentary Secretary, then 
a year later being dissolved 
altogether, 

•	 getting rid of universal student 
unionism

•	making it even more difficult 
for young people to lodge new 
enrolments in the lead up to an 
election.

On top of this, the National Youth 
Roundtable – which was hailed as 
the voice of young people directly 
in the Howard Government’s ear 
after the abolition of the national 
youth peak, was significantly 
reduced in size over a number of 
years and was widely criticised both 
externally and by young people 
involved in the Roundtable, as not 
resulting in real consideration of 
the views of young Australians.

During this time, there has been 
no funding for a broadly based 
organisation to keep the issues 
of young people on the agenda. 
In this climate, YAPA and other 
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Young people 
back on the 

national agenda!
Rey Reodica, Executive Officer, YAPA

O n l y  a  f ew  we e k s 
after the Rudd Labor 
Government’s win, the 
landscape for young 
people’s issues at the 
federal level has changed 
dramatically, reversing 
much of the previous 
Government policy that 
largely excluded real 
participation of young 
people in decision-
making processes.



�

YAPRap
YAPRap is YAPA’s monthly newsletter. 
YAPA is the Youth Action and Policy 
Association NSW Inc, the peak organisation 
representing young people and youth 
services in NSW.

 2008 Youth Action and Policy 
Association NSW Inc
Opinions are the author’s and not 
necessarily YAPA’s.

To subscribe
YAPRap is sent to members and subscribers 
only. Go to www.yapa.org.au or contact 
us for details.

Contributions
Contributions welcome from young 
people, youth workers and others. Email 
articles and listings to info@yapa.org.au 
or ring Nick Manning at YAPA to discuss 
your contribution. YAPA may also publish 
your contribution in other newsletters and 
on our website.

Advertisements and loose inserts
We run ads in YAPRap and insert loose 
flyers, when space permits. Contact Nick 
Manning to discuss your ad or flyer.

Deadlines for contributions, ads 
and loose inserts
(YAPRap is posted 2 weeks after the deadline.)
	 Monday 4 February
	 Monday 3 March

YAPA NSW Office
146 Devonshire Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
Phone: 	 (02) 9319 1100 
Toll Free: 	 1800 627 323 
Fax: 	 (02) 9319 1144 
Email: 	 info @yapa.org.au
Web:	 www.yapa.org.au

Executive Officer 
Rey Reodica

Finance & Administration 
Manager 
Martair

Policy & Training Officer	
John Ferguson

Youth Participation Project 
Officer 
Lam Huynh

Communications Officer 
Nick Manning

Administrative Officer 
Joanne Bennett

YAPA Western Sydney Office
Suite 7, Level 1, 
48 Macquarie Street,
Parramatta, NSW 2150
Phone: 	 (02) 9687 1466
Fax 	 (02) 9687 1229
Email: 	 yapaws @yapa.org.au 

Regional Youth Development 
Officer  
Kylie Gordon-Wilkins

Administrative Officer 
Joanne Bennett 

  “Today I announce the expansion 
of a very exciting program: the Youth 
Participation Grants Program. The 
program is operated by the NSW 
Youth Action and Policy Association 
in southwest Sydney, the mid North 
Coast, the far North Coast and New 
England and it provides small grants 
to young people aged 12 to 24 for 
creative community projects…… [this 
demonstrates that we are] seriously 
taking into consideration youth issues, 
and I am proud to be the Minister for 
Youth in the implementation of the 
New South Wales Youth Action Plan.”

With that announcement and 
following the outstanding success 
of the 12 month trial of the Youth 
Participation Grants Program, YAPA 
is pleased to announce that we will be 
expanding this program to the entire 
state of NSW. This will allow more 
young people, from right across the 
state, the chance to potentially see  
their ideas turned into reality. 

In the trial period, young people 
from a diverse  range of backgrounds 
demonstrated that not only do they 
have great ideas, but also that they 
have the skills and determination 
to take charge and can make 

things happen if given 
the chance and right 
support. 

In the f irst 12 
months of the Youth 
Participation Grants 
Program a total of 
14 projects were 
funded. With the 
financial help from YAPA, 
young people have put on theatre 
performances, skate board festivals, 
music competitions, film productions, 
camping trips, and radio programs, 
just to name a few projects. 

Young people who participated 
in the project were asked to what 
they got out of being involved. 
They identified three types of 
outcomes for themselves as a 
result of the project: refinement 
and development of skills, a sense of 
empowerment, and working within 
formal  organisational structures. 

In addition, a number of young 
people cited “having fun” as an 
important outcome. All of the young 
people interviewed identified a 
number of skills they have refined 
or developed  as part of the Youth 
Participation Grants Project. Some 
young people stated that they 
possessed the skill prior to receiving 
the grant and they had increased 
these skills while others had learnt 

Youth 
participation 
now going 
statewide!

Lam Huynh, YAPA Youth 
Participation Program Officer

On 13 November 2007 
the Hon Linda Burney, 
Minister for Youth, said 
in NSW Parliament:
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Real Life Survey
Young Christian Students and Young 

Christian Workers are movements that 
animate young people to take action 
for social change. They are surveying 
10,000 young people worldwide to 
find out about the challenges they 
face and what they want for their lives 
and world. The results of this survey 
will shape a major youth forum at 
World Youth Day in Sydney in July, 
and a statement we will give to media, 
government and church. Please take 10 
minutes to fill out this online survey to 
give young people a global voice: www.
ycw.org.au/reallifesurvey  

Assaults of young 
people on the rise 

The latest Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) crime victim survey 
shows a significant increase in the rate 
of assault. The figures show that the 
percentage of NSW residents over 
the age of 14 who were assaulted or 
threatened with assault rose from 3.5% 
in the 12 months to April 2006 to 4.4% 
in the 12 months to April 2007.

The increase appears to have been 
most pronounced among the young 
and among those who are acquainted 
with their assailant. The percentage of 
15-24 year olds who were assaulted 
or threatened with assault rose from 

6.8% to 10.2%. No significant changes 
were observed in any other age 
categories. The estimated number of 
assaults involving victims who were 
acquainted with their assailant rose 
from 86,200 in 2006 to 118,000 in 
2007, a 37% increase. The number 
of assaults involving family members 
rose from 17,400 to 25,000, a 44% 
increase.

The director of the Bureau, Dr 
Don Weatherburn, said that he 
was surprised that the crime victim 
survey figures for assault were not 
mirrored in the corresponding police 
figures, which have shown little or 
no increase over the same period. 
After all, the willingness of victims 
to report assaults to police has not 
changed at all. Dr Weatherburn said 
he would be seeking advice from 
the NSW Police on whether there 
has been any change to police crime 
recording practices that might have 
influenced the recording of assault. 
[NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and 
Research 19/11/07]

Switching the Light on 
Child Protection

This learning resource has been 
developed to assist all workers who 
work with children, young people and 
their families to:

•	 Update  the i r  l eg i s l a t i ve 
knowledge

•	 Explore some of the complex 
issues surrounding the recognition 
and response to abuse and risk of 
harm

•	 Understand child protection 
reporting requirements

The resource consists of an 
Information Book and e-Learning files. 
ADSL/Broadband is recommended 
for download as the size is large. www.
acwa.asn.au/training_resources.html

Multicultural youth in 
Australia

New Multicultural Youth Issues 
national papers from www.cmyi.net.
au/CMYIeNews:
1.	Multicultural youth In Australia: 

Settlement and transition highlights 
the differences in experiences 
and needs of migrant, refugee and 
second generation young people 
from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds. 

2.	Working with multicultural youth: 
Programs, strategies and future 
directions identifies both the 
successful strategies and programs 
in Australia and the gaps in 
programs and their distribution, 
and, as the title indicates, suggests 

entirely new things. All young 
people interviewed felt a sense of  
accomplishment.

In 2008 YAPA will offer once again 
2 founding rounds, so keep these 
dates in mind:
•	 Round 1 closing date: Thursday 

24 April 2008
•	 Round 2 closing date: Friday 25 

July 2008

More information
All information about the application process, guidelines, previously 
funded projects, and frequently asked questions are on our website: 

www.yapa.org.au/ypp
Alternatively you can give the Youth Participation Program Officer a 

call here at the YAPA office 
ext 6, (02) 9319 1100 or  (landlines only) 1800 627 323. 

News Hound

(continued over page)
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future directions. It includes an 
overview of programs in each 
state and territory. 

Family separation
Around 11,000 teenagers experience 

family separation in Australia each 
year. The Child Support Agency (CSA) 
collects and transfers child support 
payments between around 1.5 million 
separated parents, and encourages 
parents to take responsibility for the 
financial and emotional support of 
1.2 million children. The CSA also 
provides a range of information and 
services to support customers going 
through separation.

Research shows that a good 
relationship between parents and 
their children after family separation 
increase the likelihood of parents to 
pay child support. The CSA is aware 
that children of separated parents 
face significant change and a range 
of emotional and financial challenges 
unique to their family situation. In 
addition, separation is not a single event, 
but can take place over a long period 
of time, during which children can 
experience many different emotions 
and have to make various changes and 
adjustments in their life.

CSA has developed a new book 
for teenagers Family separation: a guide 
for teens, and a youth website www.
youth.csa.gov.au to help these children 
cope with the change associated with 
separation, answer questions they 
may have, and to influence the quality 
of relationships between children and 
their separated parents.

Australian Community 
Sector Survey 

The Australian Community Sector 
Survey provides a picture of the 
size, shape and experiences of the 
community sector over time and 

is an important tool for service 
development, social policy and building 
sector capacity. The survey is intended 
to be completed by organisations 
that deliver services directly to the 
community.

By participating in this survey 
organisations are taking the opportunity 
to speak to governments and the 
community about how the sector 
is faring. The national findings will be 
released in early 2008 and ACOSS 
and the State and Territory Councils 
of Social Service, as well as many other 
organisations, will use and promote the 
survey findings throughout 2008.

You can download a copy of the 
2006-07 report at www.acoss.org.
au/upload/publications/papers/2101_
_Community%20Sector%20Survey
%202007.pdf, or go to the ACOSS 
website www.acoss.org.au and look 
under Publications.

The 2007-08 survey is now 
online for you to complete at www.
acossweb.org.au/survey9.  If you can’t 
open this link, please go to the ACOSS 
website www.acoss.org.au and click 
on the link on the front page.  If you 
would like paper copies of the survey 
instead, please contact the Australian 
Council of Social Service (ACOSS) 
on 02 9310 4844 or info@acoss.
org.au . The closing date is Friday 1st 
February 2008.

Michael Raper gets 
Justice Medal

The 2007 Justice Medal: the pre-
eminent Award for outstanding 
individual achievement in improving 
access to justice, especially for socially 
and economically disadvantaged 
people, was presented to Michael 
Raper, Welfare Rights Centre of 
NSW, for his passionate yet 
balanced campaigning and advocacy 
for reductions in levels of poverty, 

inequality and hardship. Director since 
1990 of the NSW Welfare Rights 
Centre, he leads a community legal 
centre specialising in Social Security 
and Family Tax Benefit law, helping 
the most disadvantaged people access 
their entitlements.

A place for us: Young 
women’s participation 
and access to youth 

services
A place for us is designed for 

community organisations that want 
to improve the access of young 
women aged 12-25 years old to 
services. It draws on the experiences 
of a number of youth services that 
have made a concerted effort to 
be inclusive of young women and 
provides practical tips, examples and 
suggestions on: 
•	 Identifying and overcoming barriers 

to young women’s involvement
•	 Establishing relationships with 

other networks and institutions 
to connect with more young 
women

•	 Creating and maintaining 
opportunities for young women 
to access services

•	 Building a productive relationship 
with young women that is mutually 
beneficial

•	 The types of programs, groups 
or workshops that attract young 
women and the way that they can 
be used to address the specific 
issues of a local area

•	 How to work with groups of young 
women who have unique needs. 

A place for us will help you empower 
young women and explore new ways 
of affirming your commitment to 
them. Download A place for us (1.2MB 
PDF) from www.yapa.org.au or ring 
Joanne on ext. 3, (02) 9319 1100  or 
info@yapa.org.au for a hard copy.

   News Hound
(continued from previous page)
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We meet once a week and we 
organise drug & alcohol free live 
music events. We’ve been doing 
this for over a year now. Some of 
our achievements this year include 
recording a compilation CD of young 
local bands (NOCK ROCK) and 
hosting a mini regional tour to launch 
the CD and consult with other young 
people in our area, buying a PA and 
cubase* so we can record our events 
live, hosting a variety of events such 
as Youth Fest where over 500 young 
people attended and we also started 
a myspace.

Why did we start 
a myspace, you 

ask? 
Firstly we all had one and we find 

it an easy way to communicate. 
Secondly when we were consulting 
with young people we asked how can 
we tell them about what we do and 
the constant response was – “Like 
hello, MYSPACE.” 

As a committee we knew that 
Myspace was the answer for us 
when it came to promotion and 
connecting with other young people. 
As a committee we are supported 
by the Cessnock Youth Development 

Officer Lakin Agnew and Rebecca 
Fowles the Coordinator of Cessnock 
Youthlinx. We told them about our 
idea, gave them a run down on 
myspace and the end result is that 
we have a myspace – www.myspace.
com/cyecenterprises - which is solely 
run by young people and the workers 

have one too - www.myspace.com/
cessnockyouthservices - which is 
solely run by workers. 

Why are writing 
this article in 

YAPRAP? 
Because we want to share some of 

our experiences and lessons learnt 
about myspace as we understand 
that many youth services and youth 
workers are a little bit “nervous” 
about venturing into myspace. A little 
while back myspace and facebook 
were a hot topic of conversation 
on “Youthgas.” While most of the 
conversations were positively 

discussing the benefits of the sites to 
reach young people many concerns 
were raised about internet safety, 
policies, procedures and internet 
security. 
There are more benefits then just 

being able to reach lots of young 
people, myspace is more then just a 
good promotional tool, it’s another 
way for youth services to engage with 
and communicate with young people. 
Myspace is youth friendly. We have 
almost 500 friends on our myspace 
and the workers’ space has over 800. 
It’s a mixture of young people, bands, 
performers, other groups/committees 
of young people and youth services. 
In a regional area like Cessnock 
myspace is helping to link us to other 
like-minded young people across the 
country.

There are things you can do to be 
safer on myspace and the argument 
we’d like to put forward today is that 
the pros far out way the cons. That 
as young people we are going to be 
on myspace, facebook, bebo, MSN etc 
etc whether or not you guys join us, 
because we like it, it’s a good way for 
us to communicate and meet new 
people. So please come & join us at 
myspace.

We all have our own myspace as 
well as the Committee’s, Many of 
us have online personas rather then 
sharing too much about ourselves. 
We set our profile on private and use 

Ourspace? 
Yourspace? 
Myspace?

Cessnock Youth Entertainment Committee
We are the Cessnock 
Youth Entertainment 
Committee. We are aged 
12-25 years. We live in 
Cessnock. 

(continued over page)



�

another name. We don’t share too 
much personal information. If you are 
looking at setting up a myspace for 
your youth service try setting up one 
using a persona first so that you can 
become familiar with the site before 
starting your official service myspace. 

Once your ready to join us on 
myspace go to www.myspace.com, 
click on the orange SIGN UP! button 
and it’s fairly simple from there. The 
basic operation of myspace is best 
learnt by just playing around and 
trying things out. If you’re having a 
basic layout then it’s very simple, if you 
want something more flashy there are 
plenty of sites where you can “pimp 
your layout.” If none of that made 
sense think about asking the young 
people that access your service to give 
you a run down on myspace. It would 
be a good way to engage with them 
and involving them in the process is a 
good example of youth participation 
and would really help them to have a 
sense of ownership. When it comes 

to content on your site that might 
be the difficult part that your service 
has to decide on, especially when it 
comes to uploading photos & videos. 
We have signed consent forms for the 
workers to use photos of us on their 
site and we put our own photos on 
ours. Many people get concerned that 
comments can be seen by everyone 
but you do have an option to approve 
comments before they are displayed. 
Any messages that are sent can only 
be viewed by the person sending and 
the person receiving so young people 
will still be able to contact you that 
way without everyone reading their 
message. From the workers’ myspace, 
Rebecca and Lakin have reported 
that young people do indeed contact 
them that way with a variety of 
questions ranging from needing info 
about youth services in the area to 
accommodation. 

When you have a look at our site 
check out our friends list too. Myspace 
is for everyone. Yes the majority of our 

friends are young people in Cessnock, 
then there’s bands we like such as 
Silverchair and Cog, bands that play at 
our events (myspace is the only way 
to communicate with them) but also 
lots of other youth services such as 
ReachOut and Indent.

A while back email and the internet 
were scary. Now who could imagine 
going back to snail mail????

More information
www.myspace.com/cyecenterprises

www.myspace.com/
cessnockyouthservices

www.myspace.com
YA PA ’s  c u r r e n t  e t h i c a l 

dilemma involves myspace: http://
youthworkethics.blogspot.com 

* Cubase is a series of MIDI, music 
sequencer and digital audio editing 
computer applications, commonly 
known as a DAW - Digital Audio 
Workstation. Had to look that one 
up! - Editor

And this relationship is not eased 
by the conflicting messages young 
people receive about how to 

handle sex, drugs and dating.
Spiking a girl’s drink might 

be viewed as a despicably low, 
predatory act, but spiking the 
punch bowl with vodka at the 
school dance still makes you a hero 
with the cool kids. Outfits that 

would be deemed too revealing 
for the beach are de rigueur for 
self-portraits on Facebook.

And the sex education offered 
at high school does not do much 
to give young people a helping 
hand, so to speak. At high school 

Ourspace? Yourspace? 
Myspace?

Rules of engagement 
shift in this new age 

of consent
Nina Funnell

Drinking, dating, drugs 
and youth are familiar 
but often disastrous 
bedfellows. 
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we were given the “heterosexual 
plumbing guide”. It was this goes 
here, this operates when twisted 
half an inch to the right, this lever 
makes this work and then presto, 
it is all systems go.

We were left to work out the 
ethics of engagement ourselves. 
But gaining a sexual education and 
gaining a sexual ethic are two wildly 
different things.

Slipping Rohypnol into a girl’s 
drink is a no-brainer. Dead-set 
wrong. But what do we think if a 
young guy asks a girl if he can buy 
her a drink, she asks for a gin and 
tonic, and behind her back he tells 

the bartender to “make it a double, 
mate”?

Do we consider this a form of 
drink spiking? Do we consider this 
ethical?

And say that this episode repeats 
itself four times that evening, so the 
girl thinks she has had four standard 
drinks, when in fact she has had 
eight, and say then the young guy 
pressures her for sex. She wakes 
up to a pounding headache, feeling 
used and confused as to how she 
got into the predicament. What do 
we think now?

Or what if a woman knowingly 
and voluntarily ingests a drug, legal 

or otherwise, to end up being 
intimidated into unprotected sex? 
Is this ethical sex?

The simple answer is no, it is not. 
And now it may also be illegal.

In November new sexual assault 

laws were passed by the NSW 
Parliament. The new laws state that 
if a person is drugged or intoxicated 
to the point where they do not 
have the capacity to consent, then 
consent is not given.

The NSW Bar Association 
president, Anna Katzmann, says 
the new law “will turn our sons into 
criminals”. The fear is that women 
who have sex and who regret the 

decision the following morning may 
use the new laws to cry rape. On 
this the law will be quite clear. If 
consent to the sex was freely and 
voluntarily agreed to by a person 
who had the capacity to consent, 
then it is consensual. This consent 
cannot be withdrawn after the 
event.

But it is also worth remembering 
that making the decision to report 
a rape is never one entered into 
lightly.

Earlier this year I was indecently 
assaulted by an unknown man 
when walking home. I was not 
raped though I was assaulted, and 

I made the decision to report the 
crime.

Any woman who has gone 
through a similar experience knows 
it is no walk in the park to report 
a sexual assault.

Those who fear young women 
may use this law to assuage their 
regrets by shifting responsibility 
onto unsuspecting men, do not 
understand what it is to be willing 
to take on the burden that attaches 
itself when you make the claim 
that you were sexually assaulted. 
The stigma is often worse than the 
assault itself.

There are also some very 

important reasons to introduce 
the new law. Until this week we 
have not had a working legal 
definition of consent in this state, 
an extraordinary fact given that 
almost all rape cases have been 
decided based on whether consent 
was given. The new law also places 
some responsibility on the accused 
to demonstrate what they did to 
ensure that consent was obtained 
ethically and legitimately.

[N ina  Funne l l  i s  a  med i a  and 
communications student at University 
of Sydney. This article, republished with 
permission, first appeared in Sydney 
Morning Herald 15/11/07]

”“The new laws state that if a person is drugged or intoxicated 
to the point where they do not have the capacity to consent, 

then consent is not given.

”“Any woman who has gone through a similar experience 
knows it is no walk in the park to report a sexual assault.
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Community Links 
Wollondilly Shire is located 75 

km south west of the Sydney CBD 
and boasts a huge geographical area 
of around 2560 km2. More than half 
of Wollondilly is national park and 
water catchment areas. Wollondilly 
is classified as a rural area and when 
you drive out there, beautiful open 
spaces, reserves, ranges, plains, 
bushland and waterways catch 
your eye. Boasting a population 
of around 41,000, the area is 
highly represented by families and 
children. You might have heard of 
areas such as Picton, Bargo and 
Tahmoor which are the larger 
townships in Wollondilly.

Like most rural areas, services 
are often limited for families, 
children and young people. In rural 
areas there are often issues such 
as social isolation, lack of public 
transport facilities and lack of social 
services. Community Links is one 
of the only services in the area to 
cater for the needs of young people 
and their families.

Communi ty  L inks  have  3 
teams to service the community 
including a casework team, a 
community development team 
and a youth team. The case work 
team comprises staff that provide 
support to young people and their 
families on issues such as parenting, 
domestic violence, mental illness 

etc. The community development 
team provides school holiday 
activities, anger management groups, 
parenting programs, Aboriginal and 
cultural support, adult education 
groups and more. Finally the youth 
team provide services to young 
people aged 11-24 and help with 
accommodation, problems with 
school, mental health, drug and 
alcohol issues, problems with their 
family, social isolation and much 
more. 

Life stuff
Life stuff is a living skills program 

run by Community Links Wollondilly 
in partnership with Picton High 
School. Rachelle Barber is the 
Living Skills Project Officer and 
the Youth Development Officer 
for Community Links and she 
spoke about the program and her 
participants proudly.

How it started
The Community Links team 

realised that there was a need to 
help young people who were leaving 
school early, before completing 
their School Certificate. They then 
applied for funding with Macarthur 
Area Assistance Scheme to assist 
these young people to further 
their education. Once the funding 
was granted, Rachelle planned and 
developed the program and got it 

started. After a few months, she 
realised that it may be beneficial 
to run ‘Life Stuff ’ as a partnership 
with the local School. She then 
approached Picton High School 
with the idea and the partnership 
was born. Rachelle said it took a 
while to build their participants, 
however once a few young people 
went through the program and the 
school saw the results, the referrals 
started flowing.

The program has now been in 
operation for 2 years and they have 
run 3 programs a year. Currently they 
have been funded for 4 years and hope 
that it will continue after that time. 
Rachelle says the partnership has 
been invaluable. It meets the needs of 
both partners with a common goal of 
helping more young people complete 
their School Certificate.

How to get young 
people in the door

As with most youth focused 
programs, the most challenging 
aspect seems to be recruiting 
young people to participate in 
the fantastic programs that are 
developed. For Community Links, 
their partnership with Picton High 
School, has helped to overcome this 
barrier. She said it is the hardest to 
initially get the young people in, but 
once they turn up for the interview 
they don’t turn back. 

Schools & local 
communities 

coming together 
Melanie Conlon, YAPRap Feature Writer
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Picton High School has the 
opportunity to refer young people 
into the program who are at risk 
of disengaging from mainstream 
education. The young person can 
use this opportunity if they want 
to pursue their education or look 
for alternatives. In the end, it is up 
to the young person, if they want to 
participate or not. Katrina, the School 
Counsellor at Picton High School 
reported that the school supports 
and advertises this program to 
students and parents and then liaises 

with Community Links.
Rachelle said that since their 

program has become well known 
in the community they have also 
had parents making referrals to the 
program. She said this is great as 
they like to involve parents with the 
program as much as possible and 
parental support can be vital to the 
young person’s education.

The program 
parameters

‘Life stuff ’ runs 3 days a week 
from Community Links at Tahmoor 
and goes for 8 weeks. It runs in 
school hours from 10am to 2pm. 
Many of the young people come 
to this program 3 days a week and 
remain at school 2 days per week. 
There are usually 6-8 participants 
per program and around 40 young 
people have participated so far.

Once the young people come to 
their 1st session they are involved 
with how the rest of the program 
runs. Rachelle said that she thinks 
it works so well because the young 
people own the program and are 
involved every step of the way. 
From the 1st week, the young 
people discuss their goals in life 

and employment and then work 
out how to overcome obstacles 
to achieve their goals. Throughout 
the program, Rachelle reminds the 
young people about their goals to 
keep them on track. One session 
is spent on developing an Art work 
that represents their goals which 
they can take home and put up as 
a constant reminder of what they 
want to achieve.

Rachelle said that the young 
people own the program by 
picking activities to do, such as 

the recreational outing. They are 
encouraged to plan and budget 
this activity and have a say in how 
all other sessions run. 

Week to week
Some of the sessions at Life Stuff 

include, budgeting, cooking, study 
skills, self esteem and confidence, 
Resume writing, 1st Aid, Nutrition, 
healthy relationships, legal rights, 
drug and alcohol awareness and 
much much more. These activities 
sound educational but they are also 
a lot of fun. Rachelle asks the young 
people what they want to learn in 
these sessions and then organises 
this with the tutors.

Rachelle also organises other 
partners to become involved in the 
program to help the young people 
understand the services available 
to them inside and outside of their 
local area. For example services such 
as Macarthur Legal Aid, University 
of Western Sydney, Traxside and 
alcohol and drug workers come 
in to Community Links and run 
informative sessions of interest to 
the young people. Young people are 
then provided with an opportunity 
to self-refer to these services.

Why it works 
Rachelle believes that this program 

works because of the diversity of 
the information presented. She 
said that because the young people 
own the program it helps. Also, 
the development of their goals 
and obstacles motivates the young 
people to realise their dreams. 
Within the program the young 
people are not judged and they get 
to learn what they want to learn. 
The setting is comfortable and if 
the participants are getting fed up 

or hot headed they are able to 
leave the room if needed and take 
a break. Rachelle reported that this 
has meant that behaviour has not 
been a problem for her within the 
group, even though some of these 
students were at risk of expulsion 
from school for poor behaviour 
and attitude.

The benefits are long 
lasting

For Rachelle the most rewarding 
aspect of this fantastic program is 
seeing the young people have fun 
and make long lasting friendships. 
She reported that she has seen 
some participants find direction 
and sees them working towards 
achievable goals. She thinks that 
this has contributed to their change 
in attitude when some of them 
go back to school as they have 
a reason to continue with their 
education once a goal is set.

What happens next?
Rachelle commented that it is 

often a shame that the program only 
runs for 8 weeks as she loves to see 
the change in some young people. 

(continued over page)

”“The young person can use this opportunity if they want to 
pursue their education or look for alternatives. 
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After they complete the program, 
many young people go back to 
mainstream school, however some 
of them move into Apprenticeships 
or TAFE education instead. It seems 
that Rachelle helps these participants 
to meet their needs and work out 
what it will take for them to reach 
their potential. 

The school’s 
perspective

Katrina reported that many 
of the students become more 
settled at school due to strategies 
and tools learnt at ‘Life stuff ’. 2 
success stories were mentioned. 
For example, one male student 
was continually being suspended 
for poor behaviour in 2006. 
After completing the program, 
he has not been in any trouble at 
school throughout 2007. What an 
achievement!

Another story mentioned was 
that of a female student who was 
also being suspended continually 
for similar reasons. This young 
lady was at risk of expulsion. She 
successfully completed the ‘Life 
stuff ’ program and is now enrolled 
in another alternative education 
program. 

Obviously from these results, 
Picton High School must be happy 
about the opportunities these 
partnerships present and are 
always on the look out for bigger 
and better things to do. Katrina 
excitedly mentioned that the next 
partnership program to hit the 
school is the ‘Rock and Water’ 
program run between Picton High 
School and Community Links, made 
possible by generous funding from 

IMB (Illawarra Mutual Building 
Society).

More information
Rachelle Barber 
02 4683 2776 

rachelle@communitylinks.org.au

Standing Strong
Standing Strong is a partnership 

program run between Community 
Links and Picton High School. 
Community Links approached the 
school over 18 months ago and 
discussed what the school students 
needed, what could be provided and 
the program evolved from there.

The program was initiated to meet 
the needs of the students concerning 
self esteem, low self confidence, 
bullying, communication skills and 
conflict management to name a 
few. Katrina (the School Counsellor 
from Picton High) mentioned that 
the program is about empowering 
young people and a process whereby 
the young people learn responsibility. 
Larry Whipper and John Bartle from 
Community Links predominantly 
work with Katrina Langhorn, to 
organise the program within the 
School.

Why it works
Larry, John and Katrina strongly 

believe that the program works due 
to the flexibility and evolving nature 
of the program. Larry commented 
that it is a “living and growing” 
program that adapts to meet the 
changing needs of Picton High 
School, Community Links and the 
students. Their most difficult obstacle 
to date was finding the right space 

at the school, however their positive 
attitude has meant that any challenge 
is overcome quickly.

The program 
parameters

‘Standing Strong’ can have up to 
15 young people in a group at a 
time. They separate the boys and 
girls into separate groups as they 
believe the students tend to learn 
some of the concepts differently. 
The group is held for 1 school 
period a week (around 50 minutes) 
for 2 terms. 

The group often takes referrals 
from Year Advisors, teachers, 
the welfare team or the School 
Counsellor (Katrina). The student 
is then interviewed and accepted 
based on the young person’s 
motivation to attend and their 
understanding of what issues to 
work on. Larry says this works 
really well and most students do 
realise that there is something to 
work on such as bullying, poor 
behaviour or anger management.

Rewarding young 
people who are often 

not rewarded
It seems that this program is able 

to work with the students on real 
issues that occur for them every 
day such as bullying, harassment 
and poor communication skills. 
They are then shown strategies 
to deal with these issues at school 
and in their home environment. 
Katrina commented that an awards 
ceremony is held at the end of 
the program and sometimes this 
may be the only time that parents 
have seen their children receive 

Schools & local communities 
coming together 

(continued from previous page)
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an award or be recognised in a 
positive way at school. This is a big 
achievement since many of them 
were getting into trouble before the 
program. As you can imagine this 
would in turn have a positive effect 
on the students who complete 
the program. Katrina reported 
that many of these students were 
previously getting into trouble or 
were not having difficulties.

The award ceremony is held at 
the Community Links Office which 
means that parents, teachers and 
young people can be exposed to the 
other wonderful programs, workers 
and services that Community Links 
provides. It is yet another way 
that the partnership can benefit 
the community by advertising to 
the community what resources 
are available for use such as family 
counselling, case management, 
parenting programs and school 
holiday activities. This is a very 
important tool in a remote area as 
access to services is often limited 
for most families.

What have the 
benefits been?

Katrina said that the feedback 
from the school has been positive 
and that the Executive Principal has 
advocated strongly for the program. 
She said that often not hearing 
about the problem behaviours of 
some of the students is a good sign 
that their behaviour has improved 
significantly, I guess the old saying 
goes ‘No news is good news’ and 
that seems to be how it works with 
young people and their behaviour. 

Both Katrina and the Community 
Links team are hoping to evaluate 
the program in the future and they 
think they will achieve this via pre 
and post assessments as well as 
written feedback from the teachers, 
youth and parents to gauge how 
the students have gone. They may 
also look at objective factors such 
as school attendance, disciplinary 
action and suspensions.

How other schools 
and community 
groups can start

Either local high schools or 
community youth organisations 
can approach each other and 
discuss related concerns for school 
students. Katrina’s advice was to 
initially make the connection and 
then look at the needs of the young 
people. A flexible attitude is also 
what is needed to ensure that the 
needs and philosophies of both 
services are met.

One of the hardest things for 
many youth services is getting 
the young people in the door 
to run programs that have been 
funded. Well, this is a great way 
to run the programs developed, 
find a ready made audience and 
make some valuable community 
connections. 

If you think it is hard to get youth 
into programs in the city, try getting 
them into your service in a remote 
area such as Wollondilly where 
public transport is limited and many 
parents are arriving home late after 
an arduous trip into the city for 
work. This seems like a great way 
to do it.

What to be aware of
One thing that al l  parties 

agreed on is that youth services 
need to be aware of the many 
processes involved with working 
in partnership with a Government 
High School. Memorandums of 
understanding may need to be 
drafted, risk assessments approved 
and every bit of paperwork takes 
time to go up and down the chain 

of command. John commented that 
communication is the key here and 
if all parties concerned know the 
deal and are prepared to be flexible, 
all can be overcome.

John  re commended  t h a t 
community agencies gain the 
support from the School Principal 
and then work with whomever is 
willing to drive the program within 
the school, whether that be the 
Counsellor, Deputy Principal or 
Principal.

What do the students 
say?

Most importantly it is the students 
who can benefit from these types of 
programs in the school. I spoke to 3 
boys and 3 girls who are currently 
involved in ‘Standing Strong’ and 
they were eager to report how 
much they enjoyed it.

The girls were Renee, Cody and 
Karen. They are in Years 7 and 
8 at Picton High School. Karen 
commented that the program has 
helped her communicate with her 
parents and get along better with 
her siblings. Cody reported that 
she used to have problems with 

(continued over page)

”“If you think it is hard to get youth into programs in the city, 
try getting them into your service in a remote area such as 

Wollondilly where public transport is limited and many parents 
are arriving home late after an arduous trip into the city 
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anger but now she has learned to 
walk away and keep calm. Renee 
said ‘Standing Strong’ has helped 
her to understand other people 
and handle bullies. She said that her 
confidence has grown and she feels 
like she can handle herself better 
than before the program.

The boys interviewed were Guy, 
Damon and Jacob. Guy who is in 
Year 7 reported that he has also 
grown confidence since starting 
the program and he has noticed 
big differences in how he manages 
his anger. Damon, who is in Year 9, 
said that he used to get stressed a 
lot and fight with his brother but 
since ‘Standing Strong’ he hardly 
fights with his brother and he 
said that his Mum has noticed the 

difference. He said the best part 
of the program is learning how to 
deal with anger.

Jacob is in Year 7 and he said 
he used to fight often with his 
brothers and other kids at school. 
Since the program, Jacob reported 
that he plans to move out of the 
behaviour class at school so that he 
can start learning more. His advice 
to other young people is to ignore 
bullies and get on with life which 
sounds like some pretty mature 
advice to me.

As you can see there are many 
benefits of developing partnerships 
with local schools and this is 
magnified for rural and remote 
communities such as Wollondilly. 
Now all you have to do is get the 

funding for the programs and have 
a chat with your local school to 
get started. 

Larry from Community Links 
would like to thank Picton High 
School, Vinnies Youth Housing 
(St Vincent De Paul Society), 
Sunnataram Forest Monastery, 
Wollondi l ly Counci l , DOCS, 
ICAHMS, Camden High School 
and Elderslie High School who have 
all supported and helped these 
programs grow to what they are 
today.

More information
Larry Whipper or John Bartle
Community Links
02 4683 2776 

Young people back on the 
national agenda!

(continued from page 1)

organisations around the country 
which formed the Australian 
Youth Affairs Coalition have 
found it difficult to fill the void 
in Government decision-making 
processes.

Now that the Rudd Labor 
Government has been elected, 
the early signs indicate that 
young people are finally back 
on the national policy agenda. 
Kate Ellis from South Australia 
has been appointed as the first 
Minister for Youth since 2004. The 
Government has committed to 
an Office for Children and Young 
People, which will be responsible 

for the development of youth-
specific policies and will analyse 
how government initiatives affect 
young people. 

Also in the pipeline is the 
provision of funding for a national 
youth peak, which is promised to 
be independent and involve both 
organisations of young people and 
youth services providers, which 
the Government says will “discuss 
problems affecting young people, 
and how the federal government 
can be part of a solution.” 

YAPA congratulates the new 
government on these actions, 
which deliver upon a number of 

calls by the wider youth sector and 
young people themselves. [See next 
article for Labor promises].

After more than a decade of 
neglect of the voices of Australia’s 
youth, there is a lot of work to do 
before young people and the youth 
sector are in their rightful place in 
the federal landscape. However, 
YAPA looks forward to working 
with the Government and a range 
of organisations in ensuring this 
process is followed through, and 
that real participation of young 
people can be seen at all levels of 
government across our nation.

Schools & local communities 
coming together 

(continued from previous page)
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6 November 2007 
Mr Alan Wu 
Chair, Australian Youth Affairs Coalition 
Level 2, 172 Flinders St 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 

Dear Alan 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding youth affairs. I apologise for the delayed response, as you can 

imagine it has been a very busy time. 
I have included answers to your questions below. Please do not hesitate to contact my office on (02) 9357 

6366 if you require anything further. 

Health and wellbeing 
1. In what ways is your party committed to the accessibility of health care services to 

young people? In particular, will your party ensure that the age of 15 remain the minimum 
age for independent access to a Medicare/Access Card? 

Labor recognises the importance of providing appropriate and accessible health services to young people while 
ensuring confidentiality. Labor supports the current issue of Medicare cards to young Australians from the age of 
15 to facilitate their access to health services. Labor publicly raised concerns about the Howard government’s 
proposal to increase the age that people could independently access Medicare in the Access Card proposal 
when the government released an exposure draft of the Access Card legislation earlier this year. 

2. What steps will your party take to increase young people’s ability to receive mental 
health services in a timely manner that is affordable and accessible? 
Labor recognises the necessity to specifically address the health needs of young Australians, particularly mental 

Promises, 
promises… keep 
an eye on Rudd’s 

youth agenda
In the lead up to the 2007 Federal Election, YAPA and other members of the Australian 

Youth Affairs Coalition – the national peak for youth affairs – surveyed the political parties on 
six key areas of concern to young people around Australia, and the services that work with 
them. Responses were received from the Coalition, Australian Labor Party, the Democrats 
and the Greens.

Below is the response received from Labor on each of the questions raised. With the election 
of the Rudd Labor Government, it is important that young people and the youth sector 
generally are aware of these promises and make sure that the Government delivers!

(continued over page)
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health. As many as one in four young people have a mental health problem, and the vast majority of mental 
illness begins in teenagers and young adults. Labor’s approach to mental health will be based on the following 
principles: 
•	 the importance of doing everything possible to prevent chronic mental illness; 
•	 early intervention and systems for good management of chronic mental illness where prevention is not 

possible; and 
•	 co-operative reform to improve mental health services, and national leadership to drive the changes that 

are needed.
A Rudd Labor Government will ensure mental health services are appropriately targeted so that they address 

children’s and young people’s mental health problems and behavioural difficulties as early as possible. 

Employment 
1. Recognising the particular difficulties faced by young people negotiating at work, 

how will your party guarantee that young workers will be no worse off than under pre- 
existing awards? 

A Rudd Labor Government will stand up for young people and ensure basic rights and protections for young 
workers. Labor will ensure our industrial relations system is fair, balanced and productive. Federal Labor’s Forward 
with Fairness industrial relations plan will balance two core principles: providing flexibility for business, to keep 
our economy strong and productive; and ensuring fair laws exist to protect Australian workers, particularly 
young workers. 

2. How will your party address the cycle of unemployment for young people? In 
particular, will your party ensure their skills and training needs are satisfied, leading to 
real career opportunities, not just less secure, low-skilled jobs? 
Work is fundamental to financial independence, to personal dignity and to achieving social inclusion. Federal 

Labor has a long held commitment to achieving full employment. Employment security is the key to personal 
and social well-being, to stable relationships and family life and overcoming poverty. 

Every young Australian should have a decent chance to share in Australia’s prosperity and opportunity and to 
reach their full potential. Labor is committed to maximising the opportunity for Australians to be employed in 
secure, high-wage, high-skill jobs, by building a strong economy beyond the mining boom. 

Australia is facing an estimated shortage of 240,000 skilled workers within the next ten years. The Reserve Bank 
has been warning about skills shortages since 1997 – yet today, not only has the skills shortage worsened, we are 
confronted with the staggering statistic that over 526,000 young Australians are in neither full time work or study. 

Labor is committed to increasing Year 12 retention rates. School retention rates have plateaued over the past 
decade at around 75 per cent. Studies show that kids who complete secondary school are twice as likely to get 
a further qualification, and are twice as likely to have meaningful employment throughout their working life. 
Labor’s Forward with Fairness industrial relations plan and our Education Revolution, which includes significant 

initiatives in early education, schools, vocational education and training and higher education, such as our Trade 
Training Centres in schools and Job Ready Certificates policies, will guarantee that all young Australians will be 
able to reach their full potential. 

Youth participation 
1.Does your party support the re-establishment of a federal Minister for Youth and, 

if so, what does your party see as being its focus? 
A Rudd Labor Government will have a Minister for Youth and an Office for Children and Young People. The 

Promises, promises… keep an 
eye on Rudd’s youth agenda

(continued from previous page)
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Minister for Youth and Office for Children and Young People will be responsible for the development of youth-
specific policies and will analyse how government initiatives affect young people. 

2. Would your party restore federal funding to a national, peak body to represent young 
people and the youth sector on national issues and how would this relate to the existing 
(unfunded) youth peak, the Australian Youth Affairs Coalition (AYAC)? 

Yes. A Rudd Labor Government will fund a formal communication channel between outstanding youth 
representatives, youth services and the Federal Government which will be called the Australian Youth Forum. This 
new body will be independent, more representative and have a broader role than the Howard Government’s 
current youth advisory bodies. The Australian Youth Forum will bring together young people and advocates 
(including representatives from existing outstanding youth organisations such AYAC members) to discuss 
problems affecting young people, and how the federal government can be part of a solution. 

3. The viability and adequacy of federally funded youth services is threatened by the 
inequitable way the Federal Government calculates and applies indexation to its youth 
programs. Will your party commit to a collaborative process to ensure that funding levels 
reflect the real cost of delivering high quality services and the real level of indexation 
necessary to maintain service levels and standards? 

Labor strongly supports the important advocacy role that many community organisations play in giving a voice 
to different groups in our community. Labor believes that this voice should be strong and independent. Labor 
understands the need for grant funding to keep pace with increased costs, especially wages. Also important is 
the need for funding security through length of contracts. These issues are critical to the community sector’s 
ability to attract and retain staff. 

Education & training 
1. Is your party committed to expanding programs such as JPET and Reconnect to all 

regions of Australia and realigning the focus of these programs to consider social and 
emotional wellbeing in addition to employment and training outcomes? 

Labor is committed to ensuring that young people have a voice and are able to reach their full potential. Our 
comprehensive policies on social inclusion, early education, schools, vocational education and training, higher 
education, industrial relations, social security, housing and youth affairs will assist young people achieve better 
wellbeing as well as improved employment outcomes. Labor believes JPET and Reconnect have been successful 
programs, though restricted under the Howard government. 

2. Is your party committed to equity in education funding so that, after taking into account 
all revenue sources, public and private schools would have the same level of resources? 

A Rudd Labor Government will support parental choice by funding all schools, whether they are government, 
non-government, religious or secular, based on need and fairness; 

3. What will your party do with Youth Allowance and other education income support 
programs that have consistently been identified as being inadequate to support young 
people, given the current Youth Allowance rate is one third lower than the poverty line? 

More can and should be done to support students through their University and TAFE studies. Labor is currently 
considering a range of possible measures to alleviate the financial and work pressures on vocational and higher 
education students, including scholarships, income support and HECS relief. 

4. What is your party’s strategy for ensuring that Australian universities have access 
to the resources they need to remain internationally competitive, and offer students 
opportunities for both personal and professional/academic development? 

Under the Howard government, Commonwealth funding of university places has failed to keep pace with the 
number of student enrolments, and has forced universities to shift an increasing proportion of costs onto young 

(continued over page)
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Australians through full-fee degrees and a greater reliance on international students. We need to adequately 
resource each university place as well as improve the access to and the affordability of university education. 
Labor’s Education Revolution will provide greater support to our universities. A Rudd Labor government will 
phase out full-fee degrees for Australian undergraduate students. 

Housing and homelessness 
1. There are nearly 50,000 children and young people homeless in Australia. The 

Australian Government’s primary response, the Supported Accommodation Assistance 
Program (SAAP) only funds enough accommodation for 15 per cent. How will your party 
meet the need of the other 85 per cent of homeless young Australians? 

A Rudd Labor Government will invest $150 million and establish up to 600 new houses and units across the 
country for families and individuals who are homeless with the aim of halving the number of homeless people 
turned away from homeless shelters. 

A Rudd Labor Government will also negotiate a National Affordable Housing Agreement with the State and 
Territory Governments and the Australian Local Government Association to improve and boost the supply of 
public, community and crisis housing. 

2. How will your party increase the availability and accessibility of affordable housing 
for young people? 

The availability of affordable and secure housing is fundamental to young people’s participation in society. A 
home is necessary for work, education and training. Labor is committed to improving the affordability of housing 
for renters, home purchasers and people on low incomes. A Rudd Labor Government will: 
•	 introduce First Home Saver Accounts, which will help young Australians save for their first home through 

special low tax superannuation-style savings accounts; 
•	 establish a National Rental Affordability Scheme that will help build 50,000 new affordable rental properties 

across Australia and ease rental pressures across the country; 
•	 negotiate a National Affordable Housing Agreement with the State and Territory Governments and the 

Australian Local Government Association to improve and boost the supply of public, community and crisis 
housing; 

•	 invest $150 million and establish up to 600 new houses and units across the country for families and individuals 
who are homeless with the aim of halving the number of homeless people turned away from homeless 
shelters; 

•	 create a new Housing Affordability Fund to boost supply and save new home-buyers up to $20,000 on a 
home purchase by investing in community infrastructure for new housing developments and providing local 
and state governments with incentives to cut charges; 

•	 have a better approach to land release with surplus Commonwealth land being freed for additional housing 
development; 

•	 establish a National Housing Supply Research Council, to analyse the adequacy of land supply across the 
nation, as well as rates of construction; and 

•	 ensure that a Cabinet-level Minister has responsibility for federal policy on housing. 

Environment 
1. What is your party’s strategy to curb greenhouse gas emissions and reverse climate 

change? In particular, what international targets and treaties will your party commit 
Australia to? 

Promises, promises… keep an 
eye on Rudd’s youth agenda

(continued from previous page)
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A Rudd Labor Government would act decisively on climate change and would: 
•	 ratify the Kyoto Protocol, introduce an emission trading scheme set a target to cut greenhouse gas emissions 

by 60 percent by 2050; 
•	 introduce a 20 per cent renewable energy target by 2020; 
•	 implement a $200 million Great Barrier Reef Rescue Plan to help secure the Reef from climate change and 

declining water quality; 
•	 provide loans of up to $10,000 to help up to 200,000 families invest in solar and practical water and energy 

savings devices; 
•	 invest $500 million in clean coal technology and $500 million in developing Australian green cars; 
•	 put an end to Mr Howard’s plan for 25 nuclear reactors, coast to coast across Australia; 
•	 commit $150 million from Australia’s international aid budget to assist our neighbours prepare for and adapt 

to the effects of climate change; 
•	make Australia’s schools solar powered, energy and water efficient; and 
•	 commit $150 million for a Low Emission Plan for Renters to provide a rebate of up to $500 to help landlords 
install energy efficient insulation – reducing the power bills and greenhouse gas emissions of 300,000 rental 
homes. 

2. How will your party work with the State governments to manage Australia’s water 
system, including the Murray-Darling Basin? 

Australian Labor is committed to restoring the water quality of our major population centres, building 
healthy and sustainable communities and ensuring our lakes and rivers are in good shape for the future. A Rudd 
Government would: 
•	 implement a $1 Billion National Urban Water and Desalination Plan to help secure the water supplies of 

Australia’s major cities; 
•	 invest $250 million to help 500,000 households across Australia save water with rainwater tanks and grey 

water pipes by providing rebates of up to $500; 
•	 invest in a Water Renovations Plan for Households and provide low interest loans of up to $10,000 to help 
200,000 home become more energy and water efficient; 

•	 create a $250 million National Water Security Plan for Towns and Cities to fix leaky pipes and ensure water 
is not wasted on its way to the tap; and 

•	 set a national target of recycling 30 per cent of wastewater by 2015 and fully implement the 2004 National 
Water Initiative. 

Yours sincerely, 

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Shadow Minister for Human Services, Housing, Youth and Women 

New ministers
Since the election the new Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, has announced his new Ministry. Some ministers 

relevant to young people:
•	 Youth and Sport: Kate Ellis
•	 Education, Employment and Workplace Relations: Julia Gillard
•	 Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs: Jenny Macklin
•	 Human Services: Joseph Ludwig
•	 Workforce Participation: Brendan O’Connor
•	 Housing and Status of Women: Tanya Plibersek
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What’s On
Quarterly meetings 2008, Surry Hills

LGCSA Youth Division
Organised by Local Government Community Services Association. All council 

youth development officers and youth workers welcome. Contact Charlie Coorey, 
Marrickville Council, woyth@marrickville.nsw.gov.au (02) 9335 2158

• 19 February 2008, 9am - 4.30pm
• 13 May 2008, 9.30am - 1.00pm
• 12 August 2008, 9am - 4.30pm

• 11 November 2008, 9.30am - 1.00pm

18-19 February 2008, Surry Hills
Fighting Fair - Mediation & Conflict Resolution Training

Will assist professionals to explore conflict and impart the essential principles and 
process of mediation. The structured 5-step mediation model and specific conflict 
resolution skills will be presented and practiced. The course can be utilised in many 

different areas of conflict e.g. client work, workplace disputes and interpersonal 
conflict. Contact: fightingfair@bigpond.com or www.fightingfair.com.au

February-May, August - September 2008, various locations
Mental health for community agencies in NSW

The Mental Health Coordinating Council of NSW has just released a round of 
training on mental health for community agencies in NSW. Contact the Mental 

Health Council of NSW on training@mhcc.org.au or 02 9555 8388 Ext 106. 

7-8 March 2008, Sydney 
Institute of Group Leaders Conference: Forging new territory: Putting group work on 

the map
This conference, which is open to all organisations and individuals, will capture the 
important new learning and developments in group work that have occurred over 
the past ten years. It will explore the opportunities/challenges faced in practicing 

group work in community welfare/health/counselling services work. www.igl.org.au

10-12 March 2008, Sydney 
Diversity in Health 2008: Strengths & Sustainable Solutions

The conference is targeted at local, national and international audiences that 
have an interest in diversity health. This may include researchers, allied health 

professionals, mental health workers, managers, policy makers, community 
representatives, consumers and carers, etc. www.dhi.gov.au/conference 

(02) 9840 3800 dhi@swahs.health.nsw.gov.au
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There is a lot more what’s on at www.yapa.org.au. To submit your own event 
for what’s on, email the details in one paragraph in the body of the email (no 

attachments) to info@ yapa.org.au with the subject line: whats on.

March-April 2008, various locations 
Rock & Water Training Workshops

Rock and Water offers teachers a new way to interact with boys through physical-
social teaching (though the program can also be taught to girls). Physical 

exercises are constantly linked with mental and social skills:
• Wollongong: 3-5 March 

• Sydney (south-west): 10-12 March 
• Canberra: 19-21 March 
• Newcastle: 26-28 March 

• Sydney (northern suburbs): 31 March-2 April 
• Brisbane: 14-16 April 

www.newcastle.edu.au/centre/fac/rock-and-water/workshops.html or contact 
the Family Action Centre FAC-Events@newcastle.edu.au or 02 4921 6403.

Various dates, Sydney, Parramatta, Coffs Harbour 2008
A Survival Guide for Youth Workers

2 day training program. Have you been employed as a youth worker for less than 6 
months or want to update your skills? Then this is the course for you! 

• Sydney, 18-19 March 2008
• Parramatta, 30-31 July 2008
• Sydney, 21-22 October 2008

• Coffs Harbour, early November - dates to be confirmed in Feb 2008 
www.yapa.org.au/yapa/events/survival.php or Joanne Bennett on ext. 3, 

(02) 9319 1100 or info@yapa.org.au.

5-13 April 2008
Youth Week 2008

www.youthweek.nsw.gov.au - Youth Week in NSW website
www.youth.nsw.gov.au - NSW Government website for young people

9 April 2008 
Youth Homelessness Matters Day

During National Youth Week is Youth Homelessness Matters Day (YHMD). The aim 
of YHMD is to raise public awareness about youth homelessness and to celebrate 

the resilience of young people who have or are experiencing homelessness in 
Australia. This year is the third year YHMD has been running and it is building in 

momentum. www.yaa.com.au/yhmd.html

14-16 April 2008, Newcastle 
1st National Indigenous Family & Community Strengths Conference

Focusing on the strengths of Indigenous families and communities. Recognising 
that connection to community, country and culture is central to Indigenous family 
well being, delegates will explore how Indigenous cultures strengthen families and 

communities. www.pco.com.au/family or family@pco.com.au
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Compiled by Garner Clancey for YAPA, 
2007. Funding: Western Sydney Area 
Assistance Scheme. 
Contents (72 pages):
•	 Common Scenarios – Young People 

and Libraries
•	 Law, Policies and Rules
•	 Design, Layout and Observation
•	 Building Rapport & Communicating 

with Young People
•	 Understanding Young People
•	 Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 

(CALD)
•	 Dealing with Alcohol & Other Drug 

Intoxication

In 2004, Garner Clancey, Sally Doran 
and Michael Huggett developed a self-
paced learning package for shopping 
centre security guards. This package was 
designed to partially address the lack of 
information developed specifically for 
shopping centre security personnel on 
dealing with young people. This original 
package has proven to be quite popular, 
receiving many thousands of hits. In 
light of this success and the growing 
challenges for other professional 
groups in dealing with young people, 
it was decided that a series of similar 
packages would be developed 
for librarians, rangers (and similar 

local government 
regulatory personnel) 
and pool attendants. 
These specific sites 
/ professions were 
selected based on 
feedback received that these were 
growing sites of conflict between 
young people and the associated 
personnel.

Download
PDF large file 970KB. Click the link on 

YAPA’s home page www.yapa.org.au or 
go straight to:

www.yapa.org.au/youth/facts/library.
php

Have you been employed as a youth 
worker for less than 6 months or 
want to update your skills? Then this 
is the course for you! The training will 
provide an overview of: 
•	 Duty of care & ethics in youth work
•	 Consulting with young people & 

evaluating projects
•	 Engaging young people
•	 Lobbying/advocacy and working 

with the media
•	 Peer support & professional 

supervision
•	 Access & equity

•	 Drug & alcohol issues for young 
people

•	 Mental health issues for young 
people

•	 Managing challenging behaviours.
Each session is run by an experienced 

youth worker and the program includes 
a mixture of activities, discussion and 
presentations.
•	 Sydney, 18-19 March 2008
•	 Parramatta, 30-31 July 2008
•	 Sydney, 21-22 October 2008
•	 Coffs Harbour, early November - 
dates to be confirmed in Feb 2008 

Travel subsidies: YAPA 
provides travel subsidies for rural 
YAPA Organisation Members (youth 
workers) to attend this event. Please 
read the subsidy information & 
application form at www.yapa.org.
au/yapa/events/subsidy.php before 
making enquiries.

How to book: Use the booking 
form at www.yapa.org.au/yapa/events/
survival.php .

Enquiries: Joanne Bennett on 
ext. 3, (02) 9319 1100 or email info@
yapa.org.au.

Youth workers play a key role to 
address alcohol and other drug (AOD) 
issues with young people because 
they:
•	 are likely to have the opportunity 

to intervene
•	 have a client base with a high rate of 

alcohol and other drug problems
•	 can make a difference to many 

clients.
The NSW Alcohol Summit and 

the Training Needs Review Report 
are just two of the many research 
projects, inquiries and forums that have 
highlighted the valuable role that youth 
workers play in addressing AOD issues 
with young people.

YAPA has produced this package 

with funding from the NSW Drug 
& Alcohol Workforce Development 
Council. The aim is to improve service 
delivery for young people by increasing 
the knowledge, skills and organisational 
capacity of youth workers and youth 
services on alcohol and other drug 
issues.

www.yapa.org.au/youthwork/aod

A Survival Guide for Youth Workers
2 day training program

Young people & libraries
Self paced learning kit for librarians

Working with young people with 
alcohol or other drug issues: 

A self paced learning package


