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A teenager was
sentenced this month to
three months in prison
for tagging a cafe in
Hyde Park with a felt
pen, marking a new low
in the long and futile
war on graffiti.

Many people find tagging ugly and
annoying, and it can be costly to
remove. But is it appropriate to
imprison someone for three months
(at a cost of more than $20,000 to the
taxpayer) for writing one non-offensive
word on a wall (at a removal cost of
$200 to the property owner)?

Graffiti has always been with us.But
new forms of graffiti associated with
hip-hop culture - including tags and
murals (or“pieces”) - began appearing
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in Sydney in the 1980s. Since then,
governments of all persuasions have
waged a war on graffiti. They have
established specialist police squads.
They have deployed rapid removal
teams to paint the town brown.They
have erected countless kilometres
of barbed wire and thousands of
surveillance cameras. They have
legislated harsher penalties for graffiti
offenders.They have sought to make
spray-paint less accessible.They have
even censored graffiti magazines and
computer games. The objective!
Zero tolerance.

This war on graffiti has lasted
more than 20 years and has cost
hundreds of millions of dollars.
In NSW, the removal of graffiti is
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estimated to cost taxpayers more
than $100million every year. What
do we have to show for it?

The generals waging this war
have won some battles - perhaps a
particular “hot spot” now attracts
less graffiti, or a repeat offender has
been caught and prosecuted. But
the main consequence of the war
on graffiti has not been to eradicate
it, but rather to displace it and make
it worse. Displacement has been a
recurring outcome - for each success
on one front,a new front opens up.

Consider the inside of our trains.
Seats are covered in “graffiti-proof”’
material and tags can be, and
usually are, removed rapidly. As a
consequence, there are a lot fewer
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Older drivers
worse than P-
platers

Drivers aged between 20 and 40
have eclipsed teenage P-platers as
the worst speeding hoons on the
road - but they lose their licences
less often. Older motorists clocked
up more speeding fines on a per-
driver basis in the past five years
than newcomers on the road aged
between 16 and 19, according to
the RTA... [More at news.com.
au/dailytelegraph 26/1/09]

TV, video
games increase
depression risk

Teenagers who spend a lot
of time watching TV or playing
video games are at higher risk of
developing depression as young
adults, a study has found. Professor
Brian Primack said the results
did not prove TV viewing caused
depression.“It could be argued that
people with the predilection for
later development of depression
also happen to have a predilection
for watching lots of TV.” But the
circumstantial evidence suggesting
TV was the culprit was strong, he
said... [smh.com.au 4/2/09 - google
headline for more]

Tax rebates for
games a no-
brainer, say
gamers

Parents who buy their children
video games such as Big Brain
Academy for Christmas will be
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unable to claim them as educational
expenses, attracting a stinging
rebuke from the games industry.

The Rudd Government is offering
families a 50% tax refund for
eligible educational expenses, such
as computers, printers, USB flash
drives, internet connections and
textbooks. Computer software
can be claimed but the Australian
Tax Office (ATO) said this would
be limited to “word processing,
spreadsheet, database and
presentation software;and internet
filters and antivirus software”.

Despite the existence of several
educational games such as Brain
Training for the Nintendo DS
and Big Brain Academy for the
Nintendo Wii, the ATO believes
that the educational value is not
strong enough for people to claim
the games or the consoles as an
education expense. [smh.com.
au 15/12/08 - google headline for
more]

Call to overhaul
cyber-racism
laws

Urgent action is necessary to
combat widespread racial vilification
on social networking sites such as
Facebook.The call comes from the
Race Discrimination Commissioner,
Tom Calma, who said there was
insufficient monitoring of cyber-
racism and the law did not provide
adequate protection for victims.

The comments follow media
stories revealing that there
are scores of racist groups on
Facebook, many of them based in
Australia, but the site has done
little to eradicate them even after



complaints. Sample postings, too
vulgar to be reproduced here, are
full of racial epithets, derogatory
remarks and threats,and taunts for
Muslim users to blow themselves
up or leave the country... [smh.
com.au 15/12/08 - google headline
for more]

Ice ads too scary
to be effective

GraphicTV ads that show crystal
methamphetamine users being
raped, threatening to kill their
parents and prostituting themselves
make teenagers four times more
likely to approve of using the drug
regularly rather than scaring them
into avoiding it, an Australian study
has found.

The ads, shown in the USA, are
similar to a Federal Government-
funded television campaign aired in
Australia last year, which showed
young people being arrested, picking
at scabs and facing unemployment,
but researchers say their studies

have proven they are too graphic to
be taken seriously and are a waste
of money... [smh.com.au 12/12/08
- google headline for more]

Push to ease
squeeze on
students

Students receiving government
aid should be allowed to earn
70% more than at present from
part-time work before they lose
their payments, a review of higher

education has recommended.

Other changes to the system
would help ensure that those from
poorer families receive help, the
review says.

“It is vitally important to change
the higher education student
income support system to
ensure that financial barriers to
participation of students from low
socio-economic backgrounds and
indigenous students are removed,”
it said.

Student groups have been calling
for a review of assistance payments
for years, saying many students are
forced to work unsustainable hours
to survive on payments that put
them below the poverty line.

The review wants students to
be able to earn more money from
part-time work and still qualify
for Youth Allowance, Abstudy and
Austudy. Instead of earning $236
a fortnight before payments cut
out, it recommends this be raised
to $400... [smh.com.au 17/12/08
- google headline for more]

Underprivileged
students tertiary
campaign

Children as young as eight will
be targeted for uni enrolment
under a new scheme to increase
attainment of tertiary education
among students from poor
backgrounds. Under the program,
teachers and students from the

(continued over page)
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Dear YAPA Members

Sometimes we are forced to
make difficult decisions in order
to pursue our own dreams and
aspirations and as a result it is
with some sadness that | inform
you all of my resignation.

| have thoroughly enjoyed my
time here at YAPA and am forever
grateful for the opportunity | have
had to work with such an incredibly
dynamic and dedicated team!

| would also like to extend my
thanks to you, the youth sector of
New South Wales. Your support,
dedication and enthusiasm in
unmatched and your quality of
work and passion unbeatable
and it has truly been an honour
working with you to put the
issues of young people on the
state and national agenda.

| am positive that YAPA will
endeavour to assign a fast

and appropriate
replacement for my
position and | know
you will make her
or him feel as
welcome and
connected as |
was.

Peace and all
the best for the future. :‘.‘
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University of Sydney will enter
primary and secondary school
classrooms identified by the
state as disadvantaged - hoping
to familiarise students with the
concept of university... [smh.com.
au 18/12/08 - google headline for
more]

National Human
Rights Protection

Australia is the last democracy
in the world without formalised,
comprehensive and legal human
rights protections. Did you know
our freedom of speech isn’t actually
guaranteed in any Australian law.
Similarly our right to vote.

All of us in the community
sector have witnessed the tragic
consequences of this lack of
protection.We've worked in already
desperately under funded crisis
accommodation centres while
governments attempted to slash
SAAP funding, we’ve counselled
asylum seekers who were also
traumatised by their years in
detention centres and uncertain
futures, we’ve advocated for the
rights of children while governments
implemented discriminatory policies
and laws.

The Attorney General, Robert
McClelland, has announced
the National Human Rights
Consultation to find out what
Australians think about human
rights protection, and if we want a
charter of human rights. They will
receive submissions until March 29,
2009.They are expected to make
a recommendation to Parliament
either for or against a charter of

human rights in Australia.

Ways for young people to get

involved:

* Use the super easy online
submission for at www.
humanrightsact.tv/submission
— written for young people by
young people

* Send as SMS to 0428 415 939.
Add your name and postcode,
and we will send your text
message in to the consultation
on your behalf. Standard text
message charges apply.

* Youtube it! Make a video‘ad’ for a
human rights act, or a video blog
about our thoughts and upload
it at www.humanrightsact.tv/
submission .You can also enter
the contest to win an Ipod.

Video
Competition:
Freedom, Rights,
Equality and
Dignity
Why Australia needs Human
Rights Protection - Closing date:
16 March 2009. To celebrate the
60th Anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the
Public Interest Advocacy Centre
(PIAC) is holding a video competition
on the theme - ‘Why Australia needs

Human Rights Protection’.

We are looking for videos
that reflect the theme of the
competition and provide a unique
approach to a human rights subject.
For some, the video will record a
moment where a human right was
protected, for others it may be an
observation of what human rights

means to you as an Australian.

All Australian residents are
eligible to enter the competition.
Prizes: The winner will receive an
award to the value of $800. The
runner-up will receive a prize to
the value of $200. www.piac.asn.
au/news/Competition.html

Young people
with diabetes

There are currently around
30,000 Australians under the age
of 25 who are diagnosed with
diabetes.And you are probably well
aware that people in this age group
have specific information needs,
particular when discussing issues
of health and wellbeing.

This is why Diabetes Australia
developed myD.netau.ltis specifically
for under 25s living with diabetes
and provides information to help
them understand, learn and connect
with others who are sharing similar
experiences, and to navigate their
sometimes difficult journey.

Diabetes Australia is committed
to enhancing the capacity of all
people with diabetes to understand
and manage their life with diabetes.
And young people, who are
transitioning from paediatric to
adult care, require a unique focus.

This site provides general
information on living with diabetes
and covers ‘everyday’ topics like
school, work, travel, driving, drugs,
alcohol and general health.There’s
also information and links to
other sites of interest and there
is a section for people to tell their
story and talk about how they live
with diabetes, here and now. S\

‘@
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Lam Huynh, YAPA Youth Participation Grants Officer

YAPA is pleased ¢o
announce that another
round of funding
is now open for the
Youth Participation
Grants Program, an
initiative to encourage
young people to more
actively participate
in their community
through the creation
and implementation of
community based youth
led projects.
The closing date for this year’s
funding round is 24 April 2009.
The Youth Participation Grants
Program is now running into its third
year. Having been initially set up as a

pilot program targeting only 4 regions
in NSWV in 2007, the grants program
was expanded to cover the entire
state last year.

Over the past few years,YAPA has
been fortunate enough to help fund
an extremely diverse range of projects
which were all set up and run by young
people. Some of the highlights from
last year include the establishment of a
youth space in the Corowa Shire, the
opening of a late night café for young
people in Dubbo, a series of dance
workshops inVWollongong,a festival of
plays in Fairfield, and a massive break
dance competition in Bankstown. A
complete list of the projects funded in
the second round last year is included
in this article.

These examples, plus all of the
other projects that have been run
so far, clearly demonstrate that
when it comes to putting on fun and
interesting stuff for young people, it’s
often young people themselves who
know what's best. The possibilities
for the types of projects that may
be funded are limited only by the
imagination of young people and their
dedication to seeing it through.

So if you, or a group of young people
that you know, have some great ideas
for a project in your community, then
why not check out our website:

www.yapa.org.au/yapalypp (or click
the link on our homepage) for more
information about how you can apply
for a grant. .".'

ef's falk depression

Jennifer Bulley, Peer Education Project Coordinator,

Holroyd Council

Anxiety. Worthlessness.
overwhelmed. Despair.
These are feelings we
have all experienced at

one stage in our lives.
However, left untreated, these

feelings could lead to depression.
While there are a number of causes
for depression, it is increasingly
prevalent during adolescence.

Since the signs and symptoms of
depression are subtle and can be
easily misunderstood, depression can

be overlooked even by those who are
closest to the person experiencing it.

In 2007/2008, Holroyd City Council
(in Sydney’s west) received a grant from
the Foundation for Young Australians
to engage young people in Holroyd
local government area in a project
which would address an issue raised
by young people in a creative manner.
Preliminary research conducted with
young people and health professionals
by the Holroyd Youth Peer Education

Project confirmed that many people
are unclear about the signs and
symptoms of depression.

As a result, Holroyd Council
partnered with the trained peer
educators from the Holroyd Youth
Peer Education Project and two TV
community service announcements
have been developed with the aim
to raise awareness of the signs and

symptoms of depression amongst
(continued over page)
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(continued from previous page)

young people and to promote the
services available to help young
people who may be experiencing
depression by targeting their family,
friends and others around them.

The two community service

announcements include:

I.A live-action advertisement of
30 seconds featuring the peer
educators.

2. An animated advertisement of 60
seconds.

The community service

announcements are aimed at the

general community, however they
have been designed with young people
in mind.They can be viewed at:

www.holroyd.nsw.gov.au/
community_services/youth/peer_
education_project

In addition, an information booklet
was developed by the young people
in the project to complement the
commercials with information on
depression,signs,symptoms and causes,
coping skills, a depression checklist,
getting help and contact details.

The message to the community

and young people specifically is that
depression is serious and should not
be ignored. Identifying depression
and seeking help are essential to
overcoming depression.

“Shared joy is a double joy; shared
sorrow is a half sorrow.” - Swedish
proverb

If you would like further information,
or free copies of the booklets, please
feel free to contact me on (02) 9840
9992 (Thursdays only) or jennifer.
bulley@holroyd.nsw.gov.au. .".'

omelessness:

finding the road home

Following the
consultations earlier in
2008 and negotiations
with the State and
Territory governments,
the Australian
Government late last
year released its plan ¢to
address homelessness
across the country.

The Road Home sets targets
to halve overall homelessness and
provide accommodation to all rough
sleepers who seek it by the year 2020.
The plan seeks to do this through a
combination of early intervention,
improving and expanding services and
‘breaking the cycle’ through supported
accommodation and housing. The
Government has committed an
additional $1.2 billion over four years
to the issue - which includes funds
to help up to 9,000 more young
people to remain connected with
their families, education, training and
employment.

YAPA member, Narelle Clay,
AM, who is the CEO of Southern
Youth and Family Services and was a
Commissioner on the Independent
Inquiry into Youth Homelessness
conducted last year, said in response
to the paper’s release, “addressing
the social inequities in this country
is long overdue. It is positive the
Government have acted on the calls
to end homelessness. It is positive
the Government has recognised the
importance of building on existing
services and of the need for new
money to respond to the large demand
for supported accommodation and
housing”.

Michael Coffey, CEO of the Youth
Accommodation Association (YAA)
was at the launch of the report and
was able to convey a general ‘thumbs
up’ message from youth homelessness
services in NSW.YAA President, Kevin
Crowe, said that “The Road Home
sets up a strong vision and a long term

plan to end homelessness in Australia.
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It is the beginning of a new era where
we take steps to address the social
inequities in this country”.

YAA has produced a briefing paper;
and during January and February they
have been conducting information
forums and consultations across the
State, to further develop input into the
formation of NSW implementation
plan for The Road Home. They will
produce a paper at the end of the
consultation period that summarises
the major themes and issues raised
throughout the consultations.

For more information please
contact George Mudford,YAA Policy
Officer, george@yaa.com.au.

TheWhite Paper:The Road Home:
A National Approach to Reducing
Homelessness, the YAA Briefing Paper,
the YAA summary paper and other
information is, or will be, at: www.
yaa.com.au and click “white paper”
(or www.yaa.com.au/White_Paper/
White_Paper_Info.aspx). :‘.‘
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A new sexuality
and sexual assault
prevention program
will give young people
the skills to protect
themselves in dating

situations.
As part of a four year study,Associate

Professor Moira Carmody from UWS
interviewed men and women aged
16-25 years from rural and city areas.

The ‘Sex and Ethics’ book pack
contains a comprehensive six week
education program thataims to provide
young people with a framework of
sexual ethics. Associate Professor
Carmody, from the Social Justice and
Social Change Research Centre at
UWS, says the aim of the education
program is to encourage ethical,
respectful, non-abusive and mutually
enjoyable sex between young people

is designed for young women and
men aged 16-25 years and aims to
increase their knowledge and skills in
ethical intimacy and reduce unwanted,
coerced or pressured sex.

Sessions include activities on sexual
ethics, pressures to be sexual, non-
verbal and verbal communication
skills, alcohol and its impact on
ethical negotiation, ethical consent,
negotiating conflicting desires and

...the program doesn’t tell them what they should do [but] it
does provide them with the skills to make ethical choices

The findings, contained in a new ‘Sex
and Ethics’ book pack, reveal that
young people want to learn skills to
communicate with their partners
effectively and have ethical sex, but feel
there is little opportunity to explore
these issues at school or with their
families.

“37% of young women who took
part in the study had experienced
pressure from partners to have sex
when they didn’t want to,” says Moira
Carmody.“This involved manipulation
such as “if you love me you will have
sex,” through to ignoring non-verbal
and verbal indications of uncertainty or
refusal, and even using physical force”’

According to Moira Carmody, there
isa common,incorrect assumption on
behalf of young people and others that
most sexual assault is committed by
strangers.“This is why itis so important
for young people to understand
that sexual assault can occur within
dating relationships and learn the skills
to prevent these unwanted sexual
experiences,’ she says.

in casual or ongoing relationships.

“Using role plays and case studies,
the program helps young people to
practise negotiating their sexual needs
and learn how to deal with conflicting
desires and needs,’ she says.“While the
program doesn’t tell them what they
should do within their relationships, it
does provide them with the skills to
make ethical choices.”

The education program was
rigorously evaluated during the
research phase and was found to have
a lasting impact on the behaviour of
both young men and women, with
82% still using ideas learnt in the group
six months later and 74% putting the
skills into practice. [Source: uws.edu.
au/news 4/12/08]

The program

How can young people negotiate
their sexual lives with both pleasure
and safety? Sex and Ethics: the sexual
ethics education programme for young
people is an innovative approach
to addressing this complex issue. It

needs in relationships, breaking up and
ethical bystander skills. The program
also provides learning objectives for
each of the six lessons, educator’s
notes including detailed instructions
on how to run each activity, handouts,
worksheets and overheads for each
session and suggested readings for
educators.

This program can be run in schools,
universities, community organisations
or any other location working with
young people.

How to purchase

* Sex and Ethics: young people and
ethical sex, by Moira Carmody.
RRP: $49.95

* Sex and Ethics: the sexual ethics
education programme for young
people, by Moira Carmody.
RRP: $50

* Or buy both together as the ‘Sex
and Ethics’ book pack for $79.95.

palgravemacmillan.com.au
1300 135 113 (free call)

. . (X
customerservice@macmillan.com.audgy
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James King couldn’t
find a good student
resources site online so
he started his own.

James King met his boss three
years ago, standing opposite him
in the Administrative Decisions
Tribunal. He was a boy law student,
the boss counsel for the Board of
Studies.The pair were arguing over
the release of raw marks to Higher
School Certificate students. Counsel
won but in August, made a judge of
the Federal Court, employed the
boy lawyer as his associate.

“I'm learning a lot. 'm technically
a public servant and there are
certainly aspects of that in the
job - though not in the hours |
keep,” the 24-year-old says across a
meeting room table, 22 floors into
the pebble-crete edifice that is the
Federal Court.

“Im fortunate in that my judge
is only interested in me doing
legal work. | get to do a lot of legal
research and the types of tasks | like
doing - why | got into law.”

But the law is only part of King’s
life. He spends much of his time on
the website he created with friends
seven years ago - boredofstudies.
org, the largest student resource in
the country.

The site offers past papers to HSC
students, shared study notes and a
forum for questions. It is managed
on a laptop in a share house in
Newtown - run on a Texan server

with basic pages that crash when
the HSC starts each year; clogged by
290,000 users and a million hits.

“It all seemed like such a huge
game and such a mysterious game
because everyone was playing it
and no one knew what the rules
were,” King says of the scaling used
to produce students’ final marks,
the arcanum that goaded him into
starting the website.

“Nothing provides any real indication
of what is actually done to your marks
other than a vague assurance that it’s
a fair and equitable measure applied
to everyone equally ... [it is] injustice
because [students] go through this
final year that is of such importance
to them - or is seen to be of such
importance - and yet they are told
nothing about the outcome.”

King was the first student to access
his raw marks under Freedom of
Information law and post them
online.He has trawled through past
procedures,surmised the underlying
algorithms and pawed at the sample
calculations in the rare books
archive at Sydney University.

He understands the system but can
find no easy explanation.“VVe're still
far from the stage where students
who haven’t done university maths
have any real understanding of what
is going on.”

King's mother was a teacher before
she became a project manager. His
father a salesman. King himself is a
mix of the two - an entrepreneur

with a hunger for ideas; academic
without being necessarily studious;
interest-driven, to use a phrase he
spends some time choosing; a geek,
but only in hindsight.

“He had the motivation within
himself to try to really understand
what was being taught to him,” his
high school physics teacher, Bill
Yeates, says.

“He would go and research. He
would find more information about
what he was being taught.”

King leans forward to share ideas.
He opens his fingers to deposit
points on the table in front of him.
But when he hesitates - on the issue
of plagiarism, perhaps, for which his
site is a major source - he stares off
into the mid-distance.

The salesman chases an idea and
comes back the teacher.“|t doesn’t
weigh heavily on me,” he decides of
the copied essays.“The alternative is
not providing the material.”

The Board of Studies will not
comment on King’s website. Some
staff monitor it but outside his
Freedom of Information battles -
which have sparked a review by the
NSW Ombudsman - there has been
no formal communication with him.

“Students should exercise caution
when posting material online,” was
all a spokeswoman would say. “For
example, if they share assessment
material - such as essays, music
and visual arts images - with other
students via the internet, they



may have difficulty proving the
authenticity of their own work in
the future.”

There was a time King was giving
five hours to the website each night.
He limits it to weekends now. But
in the past seven years, since the
new syllabus was introduced, he
has developed an understanding of
the HSC rivalled only by the people
who wrote it.

If the opinion pages of the
Murdoch press are where the
culture wars houses its generals,
Bored of Studies is a guerrilla force
fighting for whoever takes its fancy.
And it has chosen, in that time, to
side with the system - would even
encourage it as the model for a
national curriculum.

“Ultimately, | think whenever
| have considered the criticism

that can be made of the HSC, |
have concluded that, despite those
criticisms, it’s difficult to find a
significantly better model,” King
says.“The rigour, | think, of the NSW
system compared with other state
systems is quite commendable.”

It would also help with ad revenue,

should the site spread Australia-wide.
[Republished with permission from Sydney
i ]
Morning Herald 13/12/2008] ‘\.0
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Bree Dennis, Greater Taree City Council

Greater Taree City
Council offers a variety
of programs to young
people in the Manning
Valley including the
Street Beat Aboriginal
Community Patrol.

Street Beat was initiated in response
to community concerns regarding
criminal, anti-social and unsafe
behaviour involving young people in
the Manning Valley. A strategy of the
2000 Taree Crime Prevention Plan,
the project was funded by the NSW
Attorney General’s Department,
initially through the Safer Community
Compact and now through the Patrols
Program. It has a current operating
budget of $65,000 a year.

The target group for Street Beat is
young people (indigenous and non-
indigenous) under the age of 18 years
who often wander the streets of Taree
and surrounds aimlessly, involving
themselves in criminal and anti-social
behaviour that encumbers perceived
community safety.

The objectives of the Taree Street
Beat project are to provide alternative,
more socially acceptable activities
that ensure safety for young people

in the Taree area and to provide safe
transport to project participants.
Subsequently, the aim is to reduce
young people’s involvement in anti-
social behaviour and crime-related
incidents and to increase perceived
community safety and the positive
image of young people as a whole.

Complementing the program is the
council Youth Service’s partnership
with the Taree Police and Community
Youth Club (PCYC). Together they
host Friday Night Activities, a free
program for young people age 12
to 18 years. Each Friday, Street Beat
assists in transporting up to 100 young
people to and from the event as well as
engaging in regular patrol activity.

Regular patrols see a male and female
youth worker rostered on Friday and
Saturday nights to patrol the Taree
CBD and surrounding areas including
Old Bar;Wingham and Hallidays Point.
Street Beat also patrols identified ‘hot
spots’ in the area where young people
regularly congregate including the local
skate parks.The Street Beat workers
aim to make positive contact with
young people with a view to providing
transport home or to another safe
location.

The Street Beat Patrol works in
close relationship with the local Police
Area Command. Street Beat workers
begin each shift by reporting to the
local Police Station and exchanging
information about local activity and
planned routes for the evening’s
patrol. The Police also provide party
registration details to Street Beat who
make a point of frequenting these
locations with a view to providing
transport and reporting to Police if
activity gets out of hand.

The Street Beat Patrol has achieved
measurable success since its inception
in 2001. The Taree area had a large
number of young people on the streets
particularly on Friday and Saturday
nights. Street Beat has been very
successful in reducing the number of
young people roaming the streets
without purpose.

Project activities including Friday
NightActivities have also served to build
relationships between the Street Beat
workers,young participants,volunteers
and other involved organisations and
community members including the
PCYC and their Police representatives,
which has made a positive difference to

(continued over page)
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(continued from previous page)

perceived community safety.
The local NSW Police
Area Command has indicated
that the project is a major
contributor to the decreased
criminal activity and anti-social
behaviour engaged in by young
people in the Taree area, while
the local Department of Juvenile
Justice officers also consider
that the Street Beat project

=
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has had a major impact on the
decreased numbers of clients
under the age of |8 years being
referred through the court system

to the department. In April 2006, the
Taree Street Beat Project was awarded
a Certificate of Merit in the National

Crime Prevention Awards and
was the only patrol program in
Australia to do so. The Patrol
continues to go from strength
to strength. .".'

More
information

Bree Dennis
Youth Development Officer
Greater Taree City Council
(02) 6552 5715

Bree.Dennis@gtcc.nsw.gov.au

outhwork resources

Safe alternative
fransport

Youthsafe is undertaking work on
safe alternative transport options for
young people. The first part of this
work, a literature review, has been
completed. The next part of this
work, results from consultations with
young people and transport scheme
providers and the recommendations
is currently being completed. - Katina
Dimoulias, Youthsafe katinad@
youthsafe.org (02) 9809 4615, www.
youthsafe.org

Youth Justice
Playing Cards

Macquarie Legal Centre (MLC) has
launched ‘The Real Deal:Youth Justice
Playing Cards’ for distribution to
youth and community organisations.

MLC has been involved with young
people and their legal issues and rights
for over ten years.The Children’s Court

Assistance Scheme and the crime
prevention workshops have been
presented to students of local high
schools and various youth organisations.
From MLC’s experience with youth
issues they were able to create this legal

resource,which not only supports their
workwith youth in the area butalso can
assist other legal centres, organisations
and government departments to
increase knowledge and awareness
of the law to young people within and
outside of the criminal justice context.
More information:Macquarie NSW@
clc.netau

Hepatitis C

prevention

The Hepatitis C Council of NSW
has been engaged by NSW Health
AlIDS/Infectious Diseases Branch to
map hepatitis C prevention activities
around NSW, to inform a Statewide
hepatitis C Prevention Plan, to be
developed by NSW Health.

The survey should be completed
by services that conduct hepatitis C
prevention activities, whether that
be through information provision,
education, health promotion,
secondary needle and syringe
program provision or any other
activity.

More information: Stuart Loveday,
Hepatitis C Council of NSW, 02
9332 1853.The survey is open until
March 6 2009. It must be completed
in one sitting and should take no
more than 20 minutes. http:/tinyurl.
com/cyg2lg .".'



earchers for

Self

book review by Maria Kissouri

Searchers for Seclf:
Working with young
people in Australia is a
brief book that provides
an introduction to some
of the theories and
practices of working
with young people in
Australia. The book is
aimed at youth work
students, but could
also assist other
professionals working
with young people, such
as teachers and health
professionals. The text
would also prove useful
to youth work educatcors,
particularly teachers
of workplace learning
units.

The text is an easy read, with a
clear format that includes prompts
for the reader to reflect on their
own experiences in relation to each
chapter.This can be a useful tool for
educators, or professionals wanting
to direct their own personal and
professional development.

The authors acknowledge
the fact that work with young
people is varied and youth work
is complex and diverse. The text
summarises a number of important
theories relating to youth work;
both development theory, and
practice theory.The book’s greatest
limitation is that by providing brief
summaries on a range of relevant
areas, it has over-simplified some
of the important topics, such as
Occupational Health and Safety
(including worker burnout) and

cultural inclusiveness.

There is a significant focus
early in the book on biological
and psychological social and
developmental theories. This
material may lend some insights
into the personal conflicts that
occur due to biological and
psychological changes in the
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adolescent body; however the
authors missed the opportunity
to use this theoretical material to
insight a better understanding of
common youth issues.

Chapter 3,for example, presents
statistics regarding physical
development through adolescence.
This Chapter understates the
power of learnings from family,and
the impact that family violence has
on an adolescents own relationship
development.

The book makes brief mention of
the “still growing adolescent brain”
(page 32),but again an opportunity
is missed here to provide the reader
with vital information about the
impact that drug and alcohol use
or experiences of family violence in
this life stage have on the brain.

The book provides a good
background in understanding
young people with challenging
behaviours.

It includes references to working
with young people from a range of
backgrounds, which are useful aids
for readers wanting to gain further
knowledge on diversity. Information
on working with gay, lesbian or
bisexual young people is limited;
however information regarding
working with young people with
disabilities is extensive.

The authors no doubt faced
difficulty in relating the material
across Australia, given our vast
cultural and legislative diversity.
The authors’ reference to
“child maltreatment” (page 40)
presumably refers to concerns
for child protection. This topic
lacks the detail necessary to arm
youth workers with the ability to
identify and address child at risk
concerns.

There is a greater focus on work
in residential settings, however
the content in the examples is
applicable in other settings also.

A couple of case scenarios are
used to challenge the reader to think

critically about some important
(continued over page)
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(continued from previous page)

issues. However, this is a strategy
that could have been used to
guide learning and development in
crucial contemporary youth sector
concerns such as working with
people from diverse backgrounds.

Searchers for self is a valuable and

worthwhile read for those entering
the youth sector, those in roles of
educating youth work students,
and professionals who have not
had formal training that included
information on development
theories and practice theories.

Searchers for Self: Working with
young people in Australia

by Dianne Nixon & Andrew
O’Brien, 2008. David Barlow
Publishing. $35 www.dbpublishing.
net.au, 02 435 8884, dbarlow@
dbpublishing.net.au :‘.‘

hildren’s Court
Assistance

The Parramatta Children’s Court
Assistance Scheme is recruiting
new court support workers. We
are looking for services that are
willing to volunteer the time of one
or more of their workers to be a
part of the court support roster
for one day every fortnight.

The Scheme has been running at
Lidcombe Children’s Court since
1995 and moved to Parramatta
in late 2006. It is an initiative
of Macquarie Legal Centre, and
operates a roster of trained youth
workers to support young people
and their families on the day of
court. Court Support workers
help young people by:

* Giving them information about

court.

» Offering emotional support.

* Advocating with them to court

officials, parents and solicitors.

* Giving them information and

referrals to services like housing
and counselling.

Why is court
support
necessary?

Young people between the ages
of ten and eighteen attend the
Court in response to criminal
allegations made against them. It
may be their first time before the
court. Usually the appearance is
associated with fear and anxiety.
In addition the young people are
often dealing with a wide variety of
issues, ranging from homelessness,
poverty, family breakdown and
language difficulties which can add
to the stress of the appearance at
court.

As a result of the Scheme, young
people feel less alienated from the
justice system. Cohesion between
young offenders and their parents
is increased through the informal
conflict resolution and counselling.
Compliance with court orders is
likely to increase through greater
understanding of the effects of
orders and the consequences of
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breaches.Young people’s offending
behaviour is addressed through
referral to appropriate programs
in the community.

Are there any
pre-requisites to
being involved?

We ask that support workers:

I.Have one year’s experience
as a youth worker (or other
relevant experience).

2.Attend one training workshop
(date and location to be
advised).

3.Attend court as a support
worker one day every fortnight
(9am — 5pm).

Is there any time/work involved
other than the day at court every
fortnight?

No. Before the day of court,
the youth worker won’t have any
contact with the young people,
and the worker’s role with a young
person finishes that day at court.



Sometimes, the Scheme is a good
way to let young people know
about your service, or to begin
on-going casework with particular
young people, however we do not
expect this of Support Workers.

Advantages of

being involved

with the Court
Support Scheme

There are many advantages for your
workers and your organisation should
you decide to become involved with
the Court Support Scheme:

* This is an active way to be
involved in supporting the young
people and their families in your

community.

* Court Support provides
excellent training and
professional development for
your workers.

* You contribute to the provision
of court support to a greater
number of younger people
in your area than is possible
without a court support
roster.

Agencies which
have supported
the Scheme in
the past

Over twenty welfare agencies
have contributed the time of their

workers to the scheme, including
Barnardos, Anglicare, Vietnamese
Australian Welfare Association,
Granville Multicultural Centre and
Bankstown Multicultural Youth
Centre.

If you are
interested

Please contact Leah Cruickshank
at Leah_Cruickshank@clc.net.au
or leave your details at Macquarie
Legal Centre on 8833 0920 before
9 March.We are taking a maximum
of 25 volunteers. We will accept
volunteers on a first-in, first-served
basis. We look forward to hearing
from you. .“.‘

ounselling
stigma for
young people?

A youth worker asked
YAPA this question, and
we sought responses

turn-off for many at-risk young people,
as there is a stigma attached to it or
they have had bad experiences with

that it is not about counselling, but
more about a worker helping them
get where they want to be.

from 4 experienced
workers. We thought
you might like to read
what they had ¢o say.

counsellors in the past. How can we
present the offer of counselling in such
a way that it is appealing to those
young people who we believe may

Thom Scire,
YAPA Policy &

Question:

Our youth workers are assisting a
number of young people who have
presented in need of accommodation,
but who have multiple issues and are
considered to be in need of counselling.
However, the term ‘counselling’ is a

benefit from it?

Brandon Bear,
Health Educator
responded:

In my opinion, | would talk more
about case management, explaining
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Training Officer,
responded:

Um...Don’t call it counselling for a

start | guess, its a bad term...
What | have done in the past: |
would set up a chat with a GOOD
counsellor, and call it just that - a
(continued over page)
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(continued from previous page)

chat to work through some of the
big stuff. | always put it in the same
way as other issues: if your car
isn’t running that great, you take it
somewhere to fix it, if you're not
feeling that well, you go to a doctor
to get well. The point is you can’t
always do things on your own, so
sometimes you need a hand. | avoid
using the terms: help, strategy and
counselling. Just explain to the young
person that sometimes things are
too hard to work out solo, so you
talk it out with someone that does
that for a living.

It also helps to have the counsellor
meet young people in an informal
way a couple of times and build
some rapport before a formal
meeting, then when the young
person is ready you can tee up
the ‘chat’.

Youth
Accommodation
Association staff
responded:

Many young people who require
accommodation will also have
multiple emotional, physical and
psychological needs. Therefore
youth accommodation services
in NSW operate within a case
management approach in order to
help the young person to address
a range of needs whilst also finding

and maintaining accommodation.

Youth workers and caseworkers in
homelessness services will develop
safe and supportive relationships
with the young person and work
with referral services and the young
person to develop a case plan once
immediate needs are met. Through

this process young people are
encouraged to acknowledge needs
for counselling where appropriate
and workers will often support
young people to locate a suitable
support person.We find that once
immediate needs are met the young
people will be more willing to address
longer term needs and they start
to feel more comfortable talking
about their situation. Counselling
is generally an option that young
people will only consider once
they have their immediate needs
met and have developed a trusting
relationship with someone who can
support them to access counselling
or other therapeutic services.

Stan Small,
Coordinator,
Street Ovutreach,
Anglicare
responded:

Firstly | would sit with the young
person and work out a priority
of need. Usually accommodation
especially crisis accommodation
would be the first priority. Longer
term accommodation needs would
be put in a similar category to
Centrelink problems etc which can
be sorted out in due course. Other
complex issues such as drug and
alcohol, mental health, legal support,
relationship issues etc should be
at least understood and either
dealt with in-house or referred as
necessary. A history of community
services support or involvement
is recommended as quite a few
young people have had extensive
histories with all kinds of services
and this may prevent re-inventing
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the wheel.

If counselling is seen as an
appropriate response, then the
question should be asked: Is this
the right time? The majority of my
clients need counselling, however
only a few are at a stage where they
can benefit adequately. Too many
day-to-day living issues push in. If the
issue of counselling is needing to be
raised, then | would do so with the
worker with the best relationship
with the individual. | don’t initially
refer to this person as a counsellor
but more as someone who is more
skilled than | am to help sort out this
kind if issue. | give a lot of praise to
people | have known to have done
this because it shows someone who
wants to look after themselves.

| have offered to go with the
young person to at least meet the
counsellor and be a friendly face
of support. | also often liken this
process to going to see a doctor
- if you break your arm or have a
heart problem, you wouldn’t leave
your arm broken. Simply looking
after yourself.

Above all | would not pressure a
young person into counselling, no
matter how important you think it
is. It always has to be a choice that
the young person is making for
themselves. It is always helpful if you
know the counsellor and can make
a personal comment about what
they are like.

As important as counselling is, it
is not a cure-all for the emotional
problems of a young person.Working
through the multiple issues and basic
needs with someone can set a great
platform for future change. ‘\‘.‘



ommitiees
jargon buster

Types of
committees

AManagement Committee
or Board is collectively
responsible for the legal, financial
and employment aspects of an
organization. This is the group
that has the power to enter into
contracts and accept funding
from government departments.
Example: Neighbourhood Centre
Management Committee. They
might also set up some of the
following groups to help them run
the organization.

An Advisory Committee
or Reference Group provides
advice to an organization about
a particular project or issue.
Usually the advisory committee
just makes recommendations
- actual decisions are left to the
management committee or board.
Example: Youth Week Advisory
Committee

A Steering Committee
provides guidance about a particular
project. Members of a Steering
Committee usually have the power
to make all or most of the decisions
about how the project will be run.
Example: Youth Service Steering
Committee

A Sub-committee is
established by a committee to
deal with a particular project or
issue and reports back to that
committee. The committee may

delegate some power to make
some decisions on its behalf. Sub-
committees may be ongoing or
time limited. Example: Finance Sub-
committee

An Action Group or
Working Party is an group
which is set up to deal with a
particular project or issue. If it is
independent then it does not need
to report back to any other group.
Example: Skate park action group

An interagency or network
is a group of people from different
agencies who share a common
purpose or have similar roles. An
interagency meets on a regular
basis to share ideas and plan action
together. Example: Youth work
interagency

Roles and
responsibilities

A committee may have rules,
terms of reference or a constitution
which explains the roles and
responsibilities of everyone in the
group. Here are some typical roles
and responsibilities.

All members

* commit to the aims and vision
of the group

* read committee papers in
advance to the meeting

* attend meetings and participate
in decision making

* show respect for other members
and work together as part of a
team.
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Chairperson

* run the meetings to ensure that
the agenda is followed, that the
rules of the constitution are
followed, that everyone gets a
fair chance to have their say
and that decisions are made on
important items.

* speak publicly on behalf of the
organisation

Secretary
* ensure that accurate minutes
are taken at meetings

Treasurer

* ensure that an annual budget
is produced, monitored and
approved

* report on how the organization
is performing financially.

Words you might
hear at a formal
meeting

agenda:a list of the things that
need to be discussed at a meeting,
and the order that they will be
discussed.An agenda is used to let
members know what will happen
at a meeting.

Annual General Meeting:
an annual meeting that is required
by law for most organizations.

apology: someone who has let
you know that they can’t make it

to the meeting.
(continued over page)
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auspice:the organisation which
is legally responsible for a project
or activity. In many cases only
incorporated (legally registered)
associations can apply for funding. If
your group is not incorporated you
can ask an incorporated association
to auspice your project.This means
that they accept the funding on your
behalf and are legally responsible
to the funding body for ensuring
that the project is carried out
satisfactorily.

chair: the person who runs
the meeting. Often this is the
chairperson, president or convenor
of the organization.

constitution: a document
which outlines the rules of an
organization. Organisations that are
incorporated (legally registered) are
legally bound to follow these rules.
The types of rules in a constitution
include membership, elections
and how decisions are made. The

constitution can only be changed
through a formal process which is
outlined in the constitution.

incorporated association:
legally registered group with a
constitution. Being incorporated
means that the group can apply
for funding and enter into legal
contracts.

motion: a formal proposal to
make a decision at a meeting. The
person who suggests (“moves”
a motion is called the mover. The
second person who agrees with the
motion is called the seconder.

minutes: a written record of
what happens at a meeting. They
record who was at the meeting,
some of the discussions and all
of the decisions made. Usually
the minutes are confirmed as
true and accurate at the following
meeting. This confirmation should
be moved and seconded by people

who were present at the meeting
in question.

quorum:the minimum number
of people that need to be at a
meeting before it can formally
make decisions. The number is
usually stated in an organisation’s
constitution, terms of reference
or rules.

strategic plan: a document
which explains the major goals
and activities of an organization.
A strategic plan can be written
each year or could be for up to
10 years.

terms of reference: these
explain the aims, roles and rules of
a committee. Terms of reference
are usually reviewed and updated if
needed at least on an annual basis.

Source: www.yapa.org.au/youth/

facts/committeejargon.php ,".’

ealth of young
people on
community orders

Young people serving
community orders with
the NSW Department
of Juvenile Justice [eg.
probation or community
service] are a vulnerable
and disadvantaged group
of young people.

It is indicated by their
disadvantaged social and family
background, low intellectual
functioning and poor educational
achievement, high frequency
of physical and mental health
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problems and engagement in risk
behaviours.

On most of the factors assessed,
they did not differ substantially
from young people in custody.



Social and
Family

Background

* 27% young people had one
or more parents who had
been imprisoned, and 5% had
a parent who was currently
incarcerated.

* 64% young people were living
in the family home; 1 1% were
in unsettled accommodation.

* 6% young people were parents
of one or more children.

* Young people minimised and
denied experiences of abuse
and neglect; nevertheless, 31%
reported low, moderate or
severe levels of physical abuse,
46% emotional abuse; 14%
sexual abuse, 50% emotional
neglect; and 37% physical
neglect.

Intellectual
Functioning and
Educational

Achievement

¢ The mean WASI Full Scale 1Q
score (IQ=83) was in the low
average range (80-89).

* 12% had culture-fair IQ scores
(using FSIQ for ESB and PIQ
scores only for CALD and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander young people)
consistent with a possible
intellectual disability.

* 15% had WASI Full-Scale 1Q
scores consistent with a possible
intellectual disability.

* 11% met both 1Q and adaptive
behaviour deficits consistent
with DSM-IV criteria for
(possible) intellectual disability
(8% based on a culture fair
assessment).

* 56% had left school before
commencing Year 10; 60% had
not attended school regularly
(skipped school more than
twice per week), and 89% had
been suspended from school.

* 62% could read at a low average
level or better; 62% could spell
at a low average level or better.
The reading skills of 21% and
arithmetic skills of 64% were
equivalent to those expected
of people with intellectual
disabilities.

Physical Health

* Most males (78%) and females
(79%) rated their health as‘good’,
‘very good’ or ‘excellent’.

* Asthma had been diagnosed in
33% males and 35% females.

* Ear infections had been
diagnosed in 26% males and
40% females.

* Sleeping problems (39%) and
energy loss or fatigue (39%)
were the most common recent
symptomatic complaints.

* 5% males and | 1% females
tested positive for Chlamydia.

* 23% males and 25% females
either never used condoms or
used them less than half of the
time when they had penetrative
sex with casual partners.

* 3% males and 12% females were
hepatitis C antibody positive.

* 7% males and |17% females and
had injected drugs in the twelve
months prior to completing the
survey.

* 81% were smokers;25% smoked
more than 20 cigarettes a day.

* 89% had used cannabis; 47%
used cannabis at least weekly.

* Most (91%) had been drunk;
31% engaged in binge drinking at
least weekly (>6 standard drinks

17

for males and >4 standard
drinks for females).

Mental Health

*40% reported severe
symptoms on the Adolescent
Psychopathology Scale
consistent with a clinical
disorder.

* Conduct Disorder (19%) and
Substance Abuse Disorder
(26%) were the two most
prevalent disorders.

* 25% had ‘high’ or ‘very high’
distress scores on the Kessler
Psychological Distress Scale,
suggestive of a depressive or
anxiety- related disorder.

* 15% males and 28% females had
intentionally hurt or injured
themselves.

* 14% males and 32% females had
considered attempting suicide.

* 8% males and 18% females had
attempted suicide.

Young people on community
orders were characterised by
their disadvantaged backgrounds,
low intellectual functioning and
poor educational achievement,
high frequency of physical and
mental health problems and
engagement in risk behaviours.
[Source: Executive Summary, NSW
Young People on Community
Orders Health Survey 2003-2006
Key Findings Report] .“.‘

More
information

Young offenders on community
orders: health, welfare and
criminogenic needs, by Dianna
Kenny & Paul Nelson.2008,

Sydney University Press
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(good) graffiti

(continued from page 1)

tags on seats than there used to be.
A win? Not really. There has been a
marked increased in tags etched into
train windows. These “scratchies”
are more damaging and more costly
to remove than tags on seats. Not
exactly mission accomplished.
Another consequence of the war
has been a reduction in the quality

“anything goes” approach - far from
it. Three principles should inform a
new approach towards graffiti.
First, policies should be able to
distinguish between good and bad
forms of graffiti. Graffiti will not be
eradicated, so we ought to develop
policy measures which have the
more modest but achievable goal

More information

Dr Kurt Iveson is a Senior Lecturer
in urban geography at the University
of Sydney (and worked at YAPA
in the early 1990s). Kurt’s contact
details and a list of his books and
articles are on his webpage at www.
geosci.usyd.edu.au/people/st_iveson.
shtml
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( Graffiti will not be eradicated, so we ought to develop policy
measures which have the more modest but achievable goal
of shifting graffiti-writing practice towards those forms and
locations of graffiti that are better liked

J

of graffiti.To talk of quality may seem
contentious, but in the course of
my research | usually find that most
people find tags far uglier and more
annoying than colourful pieces. Yet,
perversely, zero tolerance strategies
have worked to encourage tags and
discourage pieces.

It takes time and effort to produce
a really good piece, and writers are
less likely to make this investment if
it exposes them to arrest or if their
work will be immediately covered.
Tags, on the other hand, are quick
to execute and can be re-applied in
bulk no matter how many times they
are covered. For some, these failures
are only an incitement to escalate
the war; as though all that is needed
to finally win is more resources,
harsher penalties, and more resolve.
They celebrate the recent sentencing
based on the delusion that it will“send
a message” to others, but history
proves them wrong.After 20 years, it
is time to admit that these strategies
have failed. It is time to end the war.

This is not to suggest we adopt an

of shifting graffiti-writing practice
towards those forms and locations
of graffiti that are better liked (or at
least more tolerable).

Second, we need to engage with

graffiti writers and their culture.

Older, more skilled writers tend
to place more value on the quality
of their work and have their own
collective sense of ethics about

appropriate locations for graffiti.

Driving graffiti culture underground
only serves to make it less accessible
to young people. This doesn’t stop
them writing, it simply stops them
developing the skills and ethics that
might improve their efforts.

Finally, the resources devoted to
addressing the graffiti problem must
be proportionate to the actual harm
caused. This state cannot afford
$100million a year on failed policies
when there are so many other
funding pressures.And our Premier
should not celebrate the prospect
of spending $20,000 imprisoning a
teenager with a felt pen.

Kurt is primarily interested in
the relationship between cities
and citizenship. He is currently
engaged in two research projects
within this broad theme. The first
project is concerned with the urban
dimensions of being ‘public’. This
research explores the ways in which
activities such as ‘hanging out’, political
protest, cruising, graffiti writing, and
outdoor advertising have produced
new styles of public discourse in
and through the urban. The second
project is concerned with urban
planning practice, and asks how it
might better blend views about
spatial equity with views of the worth
of social diversity and the importance
of encounter in urban life.

Kurt is also interested in
geographies of music. He has
done some research into hip hop
in Sydney, and is currently working
on a project with Dave Theak
(Sydney Conservatorium) looking
at the geography of the Sydney
jazz scene. ‘\‘.‘



hat’s on

February - July
PIAC Training
Courses include: » Work the System: An infroduction to advocacy e Effective Advocacy
Skill and Strategies » Law for Non-Lawyers ¢ Advanced Media Skills Training ¢ Protecting
Human Rights Train-the-Trainer
Contact: Public Interest Advocacy Centre 02 8898 6500 or www.piac.asn.au/training/
trainingcal0é.html

-4 March , Hunters Hill (Sydney), =7 March , Lismore NSW

~14 March , Dubbo, 16-1& March , Newcastle
-25 March , south west Sydney, 25-27 March , Brisbane QId
Rock & Water

The Rock and Water course offers youth workers and teachers a new way to interact
with boys in relationship to their physical and social development. The program is also
effective for girls. Physical exercises are constantly linked with mental and social skills. In
this way the program leads from simple self-defence, boundary and communication
exercises to a strong notion of self-confidence. The program offers a framework of
exercises and thoughts about boys and manhood to assist boys to become aware of
purpose and motivation in therr life. The Rock and Water program has met with critical
acclaim in Australia and internationally as a way of reducing bullying and violence
among young people and of building self-control, self-confidence and self-respect.
Contact the Family Action Centre FAC-Events@newcastle.edu.au or 02 4921 6403
www.newcastle.edu.au/centre/fac/rock-and-water/workshops.html

March - December , Surry Hills
Professional Development Workshops
P&P Training and Consultancy offer a range of workshops and fraining sessions in
a variety of topic areas. Presenter: Phil Nunn, a Psychologist who has worked with
marginalised and ‘at risk’ young people for over 18 years. « Mental Health — Myths,
Madness & Medicine: Understanding Mental liness and Mental Health Issues - 5 March
* Random Acts of Counselling - 1 April or 4 November ¢ Brain Development and
Psychopathology - 6 May ¢ Tool Box: Survival Skills for working with young people - 3 June
or 2 December ¢ Bad Kids or Hurt Kidse Understanding Disruptive Behaviour Disorders - 5
August ¢ What's Your Poison?g Learn about substance use/abuse - 7 October. Cost: $145
(+ GST) per one day workshop. Contact: p.p.training@ozemail.com.au or (02) 9949 9407

-2 March , Bankstown
Breaking the Cycle - Bullying & Violence in School, Work & Life
2 Day International Anti - Bullying Conference. Practical Strategies for dealing with
Bullying Issues & Violence in Society
Contact: 02 9542 4029 www.enoughisenough.org.au/conference

(continued over page)
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March , Newcastle, 27 March , Sydney CBD
Protecting Human Rights
The one day workshop will help anyone interested in understanding and speaking out
about human rights. It covers the principles underpinning human rights, international
human rights systems, gaps in protection in Australia, models of protection and the
debate for and against protection in Australia.
Cost: $80. Contact: kaki@piac.asn.au or www.piac.asn.au/training/trainingcal0é.htmi

(continued from previous page)

March
Harmony Day
www.harmony.gov.au/harmony.htm

-26 March , Surry Hills
Fighting Fair - Mediation & Conflict Resolution Training
This interactive and stimulating 2 day course will assist professionals to explore conflict
and impart the essential principles and process of mediation. The structured 5-step
mediation model and specific conflict resolution skills will be presented and practiced.
The course can be utilised in many different areas of conflict e.g. client work, workplace
disputes and interpersonal conflict. Contact: Scott Dutton 0425 837 756 or fightingfair@
bigpond.com or www.fightingfair.com.au

March-5 April
National Youth Week 2009
www.youthweek.nsw.gov.au

-27 April & 16-17 July , Sydney
Interactive Drawing Therapy
Most of us cannot reveal all that we tfruly are and that we dream of becoming
through words alone. Interactive Drawing Therapy offers a different way of working
with clients that goes beyond the traditional verbal therapies. Contact: info@
interactivedrawingtherapy.com or www.Interactive DrawingTherapy.com

-1% May , Sydney CBD, 28-29 July , Parramatta
-28 October , Parramatta
Survival fraining for new youth workers
A two day YAPA training course for workers who have been employed as a youth
worker for less than 6 months or want to update their skills. www.yapa.org.au/yapa/
events/survival.pohp

-26 May , Sydney
2009 Symposium - Working together: advancing child protection in the workplace
Presented by The NSW Ombudsman. Contact; 02 9254 5000 or www.ombo.nsw.gov.au

There is a lot more what's on at www.yapa.org.au. To submit your own event for what's on,
email the details in one paragraph in the body of the email (no attachments) to
info@ yapa.org.au with the subject line: whats on.




